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ARTICLE XXIL 


S-aqsee)N our Hiftory of laft Month there was 
pee a general Character given of the Tra- 

ivgy| vels of M. Blainviile. It was drawn 
se) up by the Editor, and is indeed an 
Encomium on the Work ; the Juft- 
nefs of which may be conceived by the following 
Specimens, 

The united Provinces are the firft Stage of M. 
Blainviil’s Journey. He has on the Spot examined 
allthe Accounts of them that have been publifhed, 
particularly M. Mi/fon’s, and he finds them fo in- 
accurate and deficient, fo imperfect in almoft every 
Matter of Confequence, that it is by no Means, he 
fays, an unneceflary Undertaking to correct tieir 
Errors, and fupply their Defects, and to give a 
more full and exact Relation of this truly curious 


Country. 
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He begins at the City of Rotterdam, and in the 
firit of the Chapters into which he has divided his 
Journal, acquaints us with the Origin of its Name, 
which it acquired from its Situation at the Mouth 
of a fmall River called Rotte, afterwards givesa 
very brief Deicription of it, and then proceeds tO its 
Remarkables. 

The firft Circumftance he mentions, as contribut- 
ing to its Fame, is its having been the Birth-place of 
the great Erefmus. Among feveral Things which 
-he has faid, concerning this illuftrious Reftorer of 
polite Literarure, we have the enfuing Paflages : 
‘© Fiis vaft Erudition embolden’d him to attack the 
‘sc Infallibility of Cicero in the Roman Tongue ; 
‘* which the Learned of that Age fo greatly rever- 
‘sed; and he fhew’d feveral Spots in that Sun of 
‘© pure Latinity, which none before him had dif- 
“© cover’d: This daring Attempt embroiled him in 
‘© a Quarrel with Scaliger the father, a great ad- 
ss muirer of Cicero 3 and bis Highne/s of Verona gain- 
‘© ednothing in this literary Skirmifh, but the Nick- 
‘© Name of Ciceronianus.—He was loaded with an 
<¢ Infinity of Prefents by the Princes of his Time, 
«© whom hehas celebrated in his Epiftles. It is faid, 
«s that when he went to the Frexch Court, he de- 
ss fired that Francis I. (who was a great Patron of 
« Jvearning) might be told, That a Stranger, come 
“<¢ from a Country where the Land is much lower 
“¢ than the Water, and tbe Inhabitants burn their 
6¢ Mother, defi red the Honour of an Audience from 
“< bis Majefy and that having obtained it, he | 
‘¢ told the King his Name, and thus explained the 
«© Riddle to him: That without the very ftrong 
‘© Banks, which the Dzarch fupport at a valt Ex- 
«¢ pence, the Sea would foon lay their whole 
ss Country under Water; and the Fuel they com- 
<¢ monly ule is Turf, dug out of the Earch, the 
«© common Mother of Mankind. This Prince 
“« carefled 
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«© corcffed him not a litiie, entertained him with 
«s oreat Refpect at lis Court for a confiderable 
«© Time, and honoured him with very diftinguifhed 
«© Prefents.—Henry VII. King of England, did him 
s¢ che Honour to write feveral Letters ts him with 
«¢ his ownHand, in which he earneftly entreated him 
«© to come to his Court, that he might confer with 
+s him about the Change he had made in his King- 
«> dom with regard to Religion. Eraf/mus obeyed, 
ss and went intoHeland; and this Prince, who was 
<¢ naturally haughty, and of every difficult Accefs, 
«¢ received him in the moft gracious Manner. They 
‘¢ {pent feveral Days in Conference about the Refor- 
«¢ mation of the Clergy, the greater Part of whom 
ss lived very fcandaloufly; and it is believed that 
ss this learned Man gave Advices to the Monarch, 
«¢ which he happily followed. When Lra/mus was 
‘s about to return to his own Country, the King 
«¢ gave himnew Marksof his Favour, and prefented 
“ him with a hundred Angels of Gold, which at 
‘¢ that Time made a very confiderableSum: But 
«© he fent private Orders under his own Hand tothe 
“ Cuftom-Houfe at Gravefend, which vifits the 
“ Bagoage of all who leave England, to take his 
'« Money from him, under Pretence of execut- 
‘ing the Law which forbids exporting more 
«© Money out of England, than is barely neceflary 
‘* for one’s Expence tothe firft Sea-Port he intends 
“ to land at. This order being punctually obeyed, 
“© Era/mus revurned toLondon, and went to theKing; 
“ whoafked him with a Smile, what was the Rea- 
“fon of his fudden Return? Kra/mus told the 
“ King hisAdventure with avery melancholy Tone. 
“ His Majetly laughed moeft heartily, and com- 


_ 
% 


mended the Diligence of his Officers, Infine, 
after diverting himfelf a while with this Frolick, 
© he owned to him that 1t was done by his Order ; 
“ made him aPrefent of anoher hundred uxzels, 
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« with Provifion of all Sorts for his Voyage, and 
‘¢ commanded a Paffport to be given him, with 
‘¢ Orders to the Cuftom-Houle of Grave/fend to 
‘¢ reftore him the hundred Angels they had taken 
‘© from him. And thus Era/mus went back to 
‘¢ Holland, charmed with his gracious Reception, 
‘¢ and the Honours the King of England had done 
«s him; and with two hundred Angels of Gold in 
«¢ his Purfe.”’ The City of Rotterdam firft of 
all fet‘up a Statue of Wood in Honour of this 
great Man; one of Stone was erected afterwards ; 
and laft of all that of Brafs, which ftill fubfifts, 
in 1622. He died at Bafle in 1536. 

The Houfe in which he was born is yet ftanding, 
and beheld with Veneration by Travellers; ‘* it has 
«¢ had the Honour of being vifitec by feveral great 
‘¢ Princes, and amongft others by Philip of Spain: 
‘© This Monarch being at Rotterdam in the Year 
‘¢ 4595 would needs fee it, and accompanied by 
‘© Mary Queen of Hungary, his Aunt, went into 
«¢ the very Chamber where his Mother lay-in of 
«c him.” M. Blainville has fet down the Infcrip- 
tions which are on the Front of this Houfe, as 
well as thofe that are on the Pedeftal of the Statue 
abovementioned. 

The Sequel of this firft Chapter is moftly em- 
ployed in defcribing the noble Monuments of 
three Dutch Admirals, viz. Cornelius de Wit, 
Eghert de Cortenaer, and Mynheer Brakel,. which 
are erected, at the public Charge, in the great 
Church. 

At the Clofe M. Biainville fays, it is not true, as M. 
Miffon afferts, that Rotterdam is not reckoned amongtt 
the principal Cities of Holland. ** For befides thatit 
<¢ is the firft of the fiveAdmiralty Seats in the United 
“© Provinces, it is known to be the moft confiderable 
‘+s in Commerce next to Am/fferdam: And _ indeed 
‘sit has pufhed its Trade, within this fhort 
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«© Time, in fuch a Manner, as to threaten no 
¢¢ {maJl Diminution to that of the other. As Rof- 
‘© terdam is incomparably better fituated for Com- 
‘¢ merce, on Account of the Meu/fe that wafhes 
«¢ one Side of it, and runs into the Sea, at the Dif- 
«© tance of about four or five Leagues from it; 
«¢ this Town has for fome Time engroffed almoft 
¢¢ all the Trade with England, andno fmall Part of 
‘¢ that with Frence.” es 

The Meufe, as our Author tells ‘us, is claffed 
among the great Rivers in Europe. Its Source is 
near Montigny le Roy in Champain, and not, as 
fome Maps place it, from Mount Vege/us. It runs 
to Verdun, Sedan, Mezieres, Charlemont, Dinant, 
Namur, Hay, Liege, Vifet, Maeftricht, Majick, 
Ruremonde, Venlo, Grave, Ravefteyn, Heufden, 
Worcum, Gorchom, Dordrecht, Rotterdam, Delfts- 
haven, Schiedam, Vlaerdingen, Maeflandfluys, the 
Brille, and difcharges itfelf into the Ocean, a 
League beyond this laft Town; but not without 
being enlarged. by feveral other Rivers. 

There is nothing in the fecond Chapter of thefe 
Travels, that will warrant a Recital of it in this 
Place. Something is faid therein of the City of 
Deift, relating particularly to its Churches, Sepul- 
chres, the fplendid Monuments of the Princes of 
Orange, the Tomb of Van Trump, and other Sin- 
cularities. 

The third Chapter is dated from the Hague. M. 


Blainville therein takes Notice of the magnificent | 


Way from that Village to Scheveling, and the plen- 
tiful Fifhery there. He defcribes the fine Tomb 
of ‘Admiral Obdam; gives*a compendious Hiftory 
of M. de Wit; points out confiderable Omiffions 
in M. Miffon’s Remarks on this Place; and crowns 
all, with a critical Examination and Refutation of 
the famous Story concerning the prodigious Birth by 


the Countefs of Henneberg. 
R 3 ! The 
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The ftrange Fact, of this Lady having brought 
forth 365 Children, half Male, and half Female, 
has been long believed in the World. And in Com- 
memoration of this Miracle, they fhew now, inthe 
Church of Loo/duyn, the two Batons that were ufed in 
baptizing this vaft Spawn, upon which there are 
two Infcriptions, one in Latin, the other in old 
German, Oar Author has copyed the firft, as he 
tellsus, veyz exactly. He then fays, 

«6 Tho? tuls Story be related for Truth by many 
¢s Authors, yet it has not the leaft Air of Probabi- 
‘s lity; and therefore People of good Senfe, who 
«© do not give Credit to every miraculous Legend, 
«© will look upon it as they do upon the fabulous Tra- 
‘¢ ditions, concerning the Saints, forged by the 
«© Monks, in the Times of Barbarity and Ignorance, 

‘¢ Firft of all, it is but two well known, that all 
‘¢ the Hiftories wrote in thofe Days are ftuffed with 
‘¢ Fables and Abfurdities, in fuch a Manner, as if 
«¢ their Authors had contended with one another, 
«¢ who fhould have the Honour of inventing moft 
ss Prodigies. 

‘© In the fecond Place, thofe who have handed 
« down to us the Story of this prodigious Birth, 
faid to have happen’d in an Age wherein Super- 
{tition and Ignorance were at their greateft 
«¢ Height, bring no better Proofs or Teftimonies to 
s¢ youch for the Truth of it, than the Monk He. 
‘¢ Jinand had to prove that the Poet Virgil was a 
ss Sorcerer 5 # ¢. obfcure, uncertain Tradition, to 
which none can ever truft without fwallowing 
«< down the grofieft Abfurdities. Here, very pro- 
‘¢ bably, as in many other fuch Cafes, Authors 
‘¢ have copied one another ; and the Story grew as 
‘¢ it paffed from Hand to Hand, till it was fwell- 
«© ed tothe monftrous Size in which it is now told 
6 to US. 
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‘¢ In good earneft, what Probability is there- 
«¢ that the Coyntefs of Henneberg, whom the Wri- 
«¢ ters, who have mentioned her, reprefent to have 
‘¢ been a Woman of good Senfe, and exemplary 
¢ Piety, could have been fo ftartled to hear of a 
‘¢ Woman’s bearing Twins; fo ignorant, or fo 
‘uncharitable as to upbraid the poor Woman 
‘¢ with it asa Crime: * A thing fo common, 
«¢ that one every where fees Examples of it every 
¢¢ Day. What Likelihood is there, that any Woman 
‘ fhould imagine this could not be without Com- 
‘* merce with more than one Man?” To 
thefe. and fome other Confiderations M. Bainville 
adds; ‘* that the Chronicles of Holland, which re- 
‘s Jate this ftrange Story, do not agree with the In- 
‘‘ fcription in the Church of Loo/duyn, with re- 
‘ gard to the Bifhop’s Name who baptized thishuge 
¢ Draught of Children. Moreover, in order to 
‘ evince the Truthof fuch anextraordinary Event, 
‘two good Witnefles ought to be produced in 
“ Form: His Teftimony who baptized thefe 
¢ 365 Children, and their’s who muft have been 
‘ Godfathers and Godmothers on this furprizing 
‘ Occafion.” 
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* The Legend fays, that thisLady having reproached aBeggar- 
Woman, who carried about ‘J wins in her Arms, as if fhe cou'd 
not have them both by one Man; the poor Woman in her 
Indignation lifting herEyes to Heaven, prayed, that God, to con- 
vince this Lady of her Innocence, and punifh her for {uch a rafh 
Judgment, would grant that fhe might bring as many Ciildren 
into the World, at one Birth, as there are Days in the Year.-— 
Sometime paffed between this and the Countels’s finding her- 
felf with Child ; but fo foon as fhe perceived that fhe was, ihe 
afked Leave of her Hufband to go to lie-in at the Houfe of tie 
Count Florent V. her Nephew, being Son to her Erother 
William King of the Romans, which he granted to her very 
willingly. Her Time being come, fhe was laid at the Village 
of Loo/duyn of the 365 Children in Queftion. 
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In the fourth Chapter we have anAccount of Dort; 
its national Synod, its Situation, Edifices, Commerce, 
OL Leyden; The Univerfity there, the Tomb of 
Fofepo Scaliger, its memorable Siege, its illuftrious 
Men. 

The Heads of the fifth Chapter are thefe, Hur- 
lem: The Siege it fuftained againft the Spanifh 
Army, aud the Barbarity of the Spaviards to its In- 
habitants 5 the Origin of this Town; many Par- 
ticularit es s-lating te it, among which is mention- 
ed the Inventionof the Art of Printing, by Laurence 
Cu’ er. 

The fixth Chaprer treats of Amfterdam, its 
magnincent Down-houle, the famous de Rayter’s 
Monument, and th: Tombs of feveral Admirals, 
its Chari'y Houfes, the Arfenal of the Admiralty, 
and Magazine of the Kajt-{ndia Company; The 
Trade of this Company, its Power, a fhort Hiftory 
of it. The latter Part of the Chapter contains fome 
Paiticulars relating to Utrecht. 

Niany have cenfured the Porches through which 
one enters the Stadt-Houfe of Amfierdam. Miffn, 
among others, in his Obfervations, exprefies his 
Suprize at the Meannefs of them. Our Author, 
who in Truth troubles us too much with his Ani- 
madverfions on this Mans Defects and Errors, here- 
upon tells us the Reafon of this offenfive Circum- 
{tance, viz. “ after the ancient Town-Houfe (built as 
<< ig imagined in 1428, in the Time of Pdilip the 
€¢ Good, Duke of Burgundy, and Count of Holland) 
<¢ was burnt in 1652, none could ever difcover 
«<< how; the Magiftrates who ordered the Building 
<< of thenew Town-Houfe, reflecting that the Bank 
«¢ of the feven United Provinces, confifting of im- 
‘© menfe Sums, in which moft of the Merchants in 
ts Europe were concerned, muft be lodged there; 
«and well knowing, that the Populace of dm- 

* ferdam is compofed of the Dregs of all aor 
«s an 
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ss and naturally infolent, mutinous, and exceedingly 
ss given ta plunder, judged it expedient to make 
«« the Gates of this Town-Houfe low and narrow, 
«¢ that it might be more difficult to force them, 
ss and eafier to defend them. 

M. Alainville is aftonifhed that M. M:/on, who 
is fo copious upon many Things of a trifling Na- 
ture, fhould pafs over in Silence the Beauties of this 
vaft Palace ; and hereupon he is fo kind as to enter 
onaDefcription of them himfelf. Among otherCurio- 
fities thereof, he extolsthe Pavement of the great Hall 
as ineftimable; ‘* not only becaufe it is all of 
«© Marble, but chiefly on Account of the admi- 
‘¢ rable Finifhing of three large Globes, cceleftial 
¢ and terreftrial, on which everyThing is marked, 
<¢ and adorned with the greateft Correétnefs and 
‘© Beauty; the different Countries being diftinguifh- 
«© ed by Stones of different Colours, fo joined, as 
<¢ agreeably to reprefent their different Situations 
«¢ and Forms: The principal Cities, Sea Ports, 
«¢ Gulfs and Rivers are perfectly well delineated.” 

I had heard great Commendations of the Stadt- 
Houle at 4mfterdam, before I faw it, and particularly 
of thefe Globes, or rather Maps of the World, 
delineated on the Floor of the great Saloon. My 
Expectation was more than anfwered in Refpeéct of 
the Hall irfelf, which, with the Corridor rang- 
ing. about it, in Jike Manner as we fee that 
on two Sides. of the Choir of St. Pauls in London, 
makes a moft. glorious Show, and cannot fail of 
ftriking the Beholder with an. agreeable Amaze- 
ment. All but the Roof, which is delicately 
painted, andthe Ground, feems to be of the ricl:ft 
Marble, and the fineft Workmanfhip, and raifes a 
grand Idea in the Spectators, of the Oppulence and 
Power of thatnoble Emporium, for the Service and 
Honour of which it was erected. But after all, 
there is really nothing of that Beauty in the Pave- 
ment, 
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ment, which certain Writers boaft of ; and I was 
entirely difappointed, in Jooking for the Reprefenta- 
tions of the Earth and the Heavens that are here 
celebrated, to find them, how aftronomicaily and 
geographically exact foever tiey may be, no other, 
feemingly, than inelegant Blots and Scrawls: They 
might perhaps appear beautituily enough to a Perfon 
viewing them from the Cieling 5 bu: to an Eye, at 
the Diftance only of a Man’s Height, they’ look 
not a whit better than [ have bere drawn them. 

The Quantity of Marble beftowed in this Fabric 
is undoubtedly very great; but there is much lefgs 
employed on the Hall, and its Appendages, than is 
commonly imagined, for.the !ncruftation reaches 
but about half way upwards ; the reft, to ine Top, 
being fo wel] painted, as to deceive an Eye that 
is not very penetrating and attentive. The Coun- 
terfeit is to be difcovered, not by any Difference 
of Colour or Vein, but of the Grain only, which 
cannot be refembled by any thing covered with Oil 
Colours. 

The Defcription of de Ruyter’s Tomb, which is 
in the new Church at Amfterdam, and which has 
always been efteemed a moft curious Piece of Work- 
manfhip in its kind, introduces an Anecdote cone 
cerning this great Man, which our Author had 
from M. Braakel, Captain of the Ship Wa/ffenaer, 
when he embarked in that Veffel for Cadiz, in 1695. 
The Captain had his Information from M. Engel de 
Ruyter, Son to the Admiral himfelf, who affured 
him of it as a certain Truth, ‘* that his Father and 
«¢ the famous M. da Que/ne, two great Comman- 
«« ders of the Naval Forces of Holland and France, 
¢s whom their Merit alone had raifed, and whom 
«¢ we may with good Reafon call the two firft Sea- 

Captains who efteemed and feared each other, 
; mutually apprehended being forced to en- 

gage, and to avoid all Occafions of it, kept 

“ a fecret 
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«s a fecret Correfpondence, and informed one another 
«¢ of all their Motions, fo that they might not 
‘© meet, tho’ they appeared to be in Queft of one 
«© another. But at laft the Wind, and de Ruyter’s 
«¢ bad Fate, triumphed over all their Precautions. 
‘© De Ruyter was at fvica, an Ifland on the 
66 Coaft of Spatz, in the Mediterranean. He receiv- 
«¢ ed Intelligence that M. da Que/ue was in Sicily, 
ss and that he was preparing to fail towards WVaples. 
¢¢ The Wind, which was North-North- Weft, aba- 
‘¢ ted fuidenly, fo that M. Du Que/ne could not 
“© get out from Sici/y. Ruyter, on the other hand, 
‘© had a foutherly Wind, which drove him to Me/- 
‘¢ fina, from whence the Wind would not let De 
‘© Ouefne ftir, fo that he was at Anchor, when the 
«¢ other firft came in Sight. He put to Sea in- 
“© ftantly, taking Advantage of a fmall wefterly 
«+ Breeze, and came up with the Dutch Admiral, 
«© who could nor retire out of his Way. It would 
«¢ have been unpardonable Cowardife in the former, 
‘¢ not to have gone out to meet the other, and in 
«¢ the latter to have fled from him: They were 
‘¢ both Perfons of too great Honour to behave fo 
‘© bafely 5 efpecially after having feemed to have 
‘¢ been iooking out for one another, for four Months 


‘«¢ paft. They met, and made mutually a terrible . 


«© Fire for more than two Hours, without loofing 


‘© one Point of Wind, or making either of them 
‘© one wrong Step in the whole Management of 
‘« their Fleets. At laft the Dutch Admiral’s Veffel 
‘* committed a Blunder, that made Du QDue/ne be- 
‘“* Jieve that Ruyter was dead, or at leaft wounded ; 
‘© being perfwaded that had he been himfelf in a 
¢¢ Condition to command, he would have kept to 
‘the Wind, and advanced Broad-fide, and not 
“© expofed his Stern fo much in coming up as he did: 
‘¢ For whenM. Du Que/ne faw him co it, he could 
** not help crying out to his Men, that Ruyter was 
** certaiply 
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‘¢ certainly killed; upon which they redoubled their 
Fire, and would have come immediately to 
Boarding ; but the Duich retreated, and M. Dg 
Quefne very well fatisfied with the Day’s Work, 
did not perfue them very far. Hewas very much 
diftreffed, his Ship being pierced through and 
through in feveral Places, almoft all his Mafting 
being fhatter’d, and all his Tackling broke ; 
and befides he faw there was a vaft Number of 
deadand wounded: In fhort he ftood in great 
need of Time to recruit and repair, and there- 
fore he returned to Meffina, and the brave Ad- 
miral De Ruyter died of his Wounds feven 
Days after, aboard his Vefiel, in the Road of 
Syracufe. His Body was brought to Amferdam, 
“© where he was moft magnificently buried. And 
the States General [who were not in the leaft 
aware of the traiterous Correfpondence with the 
Enemy’s Admiral above mentioned] chearfully 
gave twelve thoufand Florins for erecting to his 
«¢ Memory the fuperb Monument now ftanding.” 
M. Bilainvilie is larger in his Account of Am/fter- 
dam than of the other Cities of Holland. He {peaks 
of its Houfes of Correéticn, its charitable Endow- 
ments, the Arfenal of the Admiralty, and the Eaf- 
IndiaCompany’s- Houfe, as well as of theStadt-Houfe, 
in the moft refpectful Terms, It is in Truth hard to 
fay more in Commendation of this noble City than 
it deferves. But above all, the QEconomy that re- 
gulates its public Foundations is admirable. The 
whole Community is governed with a Decorum 
that is a Difgrace to London, where fuch a Noife is 
made about the Splendor and Dignity of | its 
Magiftracy, but where not only a worthlefs, but a 
drinking, fwearing, ranting Lord Mayor, or Al- 
derman, is no Miracle. ,The Magiftrates, not only 
of Amferdam, but of Holland in general, are fober 
in their Behaviour, and haveat leaft the Agpemance 
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of Wifdom and Piety; efpecially in the Exercife 
of their Authority, and the Adminiftration of 
Juftice, the facred Seats of which they never dif- 
honour by a profane or ludicrous Carriage, that has 
but too often been the Reproach of our Courts of 
Judicature. 

After noting Mi/fon’s Error about the Time of incor- 
porating the Dutch Eaft-India Company, M. Biain- 
ville fays, ‘* The effectual Eftablifhment of 
ss that Company, with a Patent from the Sé,- 
‘© tes-General, was not till the Year 1602, 
s¢’ and their Patent has always been renewed every 
‘© twenty Years. This Company brings immenfe 
«© Riches into the Commonwealth, and is become 
‘¢ fo powerful in 4a, that it poffefles whole King- 
«¢ doms there, and often makes Head againft the 
‘¢ greateft Princes with no bad Succefs ; yet its firft 
<s Fund was but fix Millions and fix hundred 
«¢ Thoufand Guilders. 

«¢ Tho® this vaft Zndia Trade be carried on un- 
ss der the Name of a particular Company, it is 
«¢ however very certain, that the whole Republic 
<¢ is interefted in it. It is the Bafis of its Gran- 
<¢ deur and Opulence, and has rendered it richer 
¢c than many crowned Heads joined together. Let 
«< her be ever fo much crufhed or oppreffed in 
«s Europe, fhe can never be deftroyed while fhe 
<< continues to be well united at Home. Her Jn- 
‘© dian Commerce, in which al] her Subjects are 
«© concerned, will always fupport her. It is by 
‘¢ extenfive Commerce and wife Policy, fupported 
«s by great Economy, anda phlegmatic Patience, 
‘© Proof againft every thing, that this Common- 
‘s wealth hath gradually fpread its Settlements fo 
‘¢ far into this Country, acquired fuch large Terri- 
‘< tories in it, and been able to make fo many Kings 
‘© of dfia her Tributaries and Vaffals, whom fhe 
‘¢ keeps in greater Awe and Subjection, than ever 
Rome 
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Rome did thofe Princ s whom fhe had fubdued. 
In truth, fhe leaves them the empty Title of 
Kings, and the Power of Life and Death over 
fome of their Subjects, but they have no Au- 
thority over any in the Dutch Service, or any 
of the Dutch Allies, nor even over any that put 
themfelves under their Protection. And all this 
enhances the Authority of this Republic to fuch 
a Pitch, that thofe Princes dare neither make 
War or Peace, but as it pleafes the Dutch, who 
regulate, as Mediators, all the Terms.and Arti- 
cles conformably to their own Interefts, without 
the leaft Regard to thofe of the 4/an Princes : Not 
but that they feel their Slavery, but becaufe it is not 
in their Power to fhake it off, and they have loft 
all Hopes of recovering their Liberty, fince the 
Portuguefc were fhamefully driven from the IMand 
of Ceylon. It is true, their Pride and infup- 
portable Tyranny, and their abominable Difio- 
lutenefs, obliged the King of that Ifland to call 
the Dutch to his Affiftance, to expel to perverfe 
and corrupt a People: But he has long ago 
found, that he is a greater Slave than when the 
Portugucfe were in his Ifland: 
‘© Another Reafon which hinders the Eaftern 
Princes from attempting to throw off the Yoke 
the Dutch have impofed on them, 1s, that the 
latter have the Cunning to involve the former 
in inteftine Wars one againft another, and to 
ftir up Seditions and Infurrections within their 
Dominions, inorder to weaken them, and efta- 
blifh their own Power upon the other’sRuin: Wit- 
nefs the Emperor of Muzaran, the Kings of Ban- 
tam, Father and Son, and many others. The 
Exglifo and French, eftablifhed in dfs, accufe 
them of having fomented, underhand, the Re- 
volt of Sevagi and Remraja againlt 4urengzch, 
the Great Mogul, Father of the latter. ———They 
+s have, 
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have, in fhort, fo dextroufly managed their Af- 
fairs, that they are now in Poffeffion of ten or 
twelve Places in the Dominions of this Prince, 
fo ftrongly fortified, that they are in a Condition 
to hold out againft a Royal Army. 
«¢ It was at the Cape of Good Hope, that the Foun- 
dation of the Power of the Dutch in the Indjes 
was laid. This Nation, fet upon pufhing Com- 
merce, and well acquainted with its Interefts, 
immediately faw the Importance of this Station 
to their Trade, and refolved to make them- 
felves Mafters of it. The Engii/h had feized it, 
buc had not fortified it fufficiently for its De- 
fence. The Dutch Eaft-India Company took 
the Advantage of a War between England and 
the States-General in Cromwel’s Time, and fent 
thither a Squadron of ten Ships well manned and 
armed, having on Board above ten thoufand 
Land-Forces. The pitiful Fortrefs of the Eng- 
lifo was foon taken : The Company tock Poffef- 
fion of it, and has never been prevailed on to 
give it back, for any Equivalent whatever Kay. 
land hath offered. They built a ftrong Fore 
there which nothing commands, and is almoft 
inacceffible. The Mouth of the Harbour is at 
prefent better defended than that of Conftantinople 
by the Dardanelles, and the Company always 
keeps a Garrifon thereof from twelve to fifteen 
hundred regular Troops. She took the Oppor- 
tunity of a Peace lately concluded, and of 
a Reduction of the Forces*, to chufe the Off- 
cers and Soldiers who had moft diftinguifhed 
themfelves in the War, and who had nothing to 
truft to but their Arms. Thefe fhe fent to the /,- 
dies, and diftributed them there as was moft necef- 





* This Part of M. Blainville’s Travels are dated 


january 1705. 


‘¢ fary 





| 
| 
| 
| 

















270 The Worksof the LEARNED. Art. 20. 


‘© fary or expedient. She treats her Servants with 
Humanity and Mildnefs, and makes no partial 
‘¢ Diftinction, either of Nations or Religions. This 
«s is one Cardinal Point in her good Politicks : 
But another that furpafies it is, that fhe hath ob- 
tained from the States-General the Power of Life 
and Death over all her Officers and Soldiers, 
without being accountable to the faid States : 
This is in the Jwdies only. It is the Intereft of the 
Republic that the Company fhould have this 
«s Power there; it making the Society feared and 
<< refpected, and the Republic profits in general by 
the Riches that it brings from /4/a. 
¢¢ Another very confiderable Advantage that the 
«¢ United Provinces reap from this Company, is, 
*¢ that it thereby purges itfelf from time to time of 
«¢ the Rakes and Vagabonds that infeft it: This is 
«¢ making Profit onallhands, France mighteafily 
«s do the fame, if the Commerce with fa and 
«© America were as prudently conducted there, as it 
« isby the Dutch. Paris itfelt alone could furnifh 
«© more than fifty thoufand Scoundrels, who do no- 
«¢ thing but {pin and twift, fo to fpeak, a Rope to 
«¢ hang themfelves. Fhis Vermin, in the Capital 
‘«¢ of the Kingdom, would find the Correction pro- 
‘ss per for them, in being obliged indifpenfibly to 
« Jabour: The Children would not be tainted by 
«¢ the Infection of their Parents bad Example ; 
ss and thus by Degrees we might come to have an 
sc honeft Brood.” What is here faid of France and 
Paris, may well be applied to England and its 
Capital. | 
We have now done with M. Blainville’s Ac- 
count of Amfferdam. Among his Remarks on Hol- 
Janda in general we find, that anciently there were 
but fix Cities in it, Dort, Harlem, Delft, Leyden, 
Amfterdam, and Tergoud, which had Votes in the 
States of the Province; but at the very Founda- 
tion 
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tion of the Republic, William 1. Prince of Orange, 
added twelve more, wiz. Rotterdam, Gorcum, or 
Gordichem, Schicdam, Schoonbove, Brill, Alckmzaar, 
Horn, Enkhbuyjen, Edam, Monickendam, Medem- 
blyck, and Purmurend. 

He afterwards tells us, that tho’ this Province 
produces nothing but excellent Butter and Cheefe, 
yet we may juftly fay, that the Conveniences of 
Life are there in greater Abundance than in any 
other Country of Europe. But here his Pen was 
certainly biaffed by Partiality ; England being far 
preferable to Holland in this Particular. 

At the Clofe of the fixth Chapter, we have fome 
Obfervations on Utrecht. Mr. Blainville blames 
Miffon for omitting, in his Travels, that this City, 
fo famous for the Treaty of Union between the 
Seven Provinces, which was concluded there in 1579, 
was anciently called, in Lat, Civitas Antonina, and 
now Trajetium ad Rhenum, or inferius, to diftin- 
guifh it from Trajectum fuperius, or ad Mofam, 
which is Mueftricht ; that Willebrode, an Englife 
Gentleman, was the Apoftle who firft preached the 
Gofpel here, and was firft Bifhop ;— that this 
Bifhoprick was founded by Dagodert 1. King of 
France, about the Year 630; that a Council was 
held here in 697, in which it was refolved to fend 
the moft celebrated Preachers as Miffionaries into 
Foreign Countries, into Germany parucularly, to 
preach the Chriftian Religion there ; that the Suc- 
ceflors of Willebrode became fo potent here, that 
they were not unfrequently able to raife Armies, 
and make War againit the Counts of Hollazd and 
Dukes of Guelderland , that the learned Pope 
Adrian V1. who did not change his Baptifmal 
Name, as Popes commonly do, was Son to a 
Brewer in this City, and raited to the Papal Chair 
by the Intrigues of Charles V. to whom he had 
been Preceptor 5 that ve Prince held a Chapter - 
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the Knights of the Goldex Fleece here in 1546 3 that 
the Univerfity of this City was founded by the States 
In 16363; that it was the native Place of the much 
célebrated Maria Schurman, one of the moft Jearned 
Ladies that ever lived, who wrote with equal Ele- 

gance in Hebrew, Greek, Latin, French, Spanifh, 

fraiian and Dutch; that there is here a Portrait of 
this Lady, done by herfelf (tor fhe painted very 
well, and was allo a pertect Miftrefs of Mufic) 
with theie two Veries under it of her own Compo- 
fition, 

Cernitis hic pia noftros in imagine Vultus, 
Si negat Ars lormam, Gratia V eftra dabit. 


Thus we have given our Readers fome of the moft 

valuable Paflages of the firft Number of Mr. Bilain- 
ville’s Travels, relating *to Holland. From hence he 
proceeded to Germany, whether we will accom- 


pany him, 





ARTICLE XXIII. 


LA Continuation of the Memoirs of the late 
Lord Nort u, Baron of Guilford, and 
Keeper of the Great Seal. 


Wo E are now come to the third Divifion of the 
Life of this great Man, which commenced 
with the Time when he was advanced to the Poft of 
Lord Chief Juftice of the Common- Pleas, foon at- 
ter = Death of the preceding Chief Juftice Vaughan. 
My Lord, as our Author tells us, forbore fit- 

ting in Court for divers Days after his Patent was 
made out, to the End that fuch Cautes, as had been 
2creed by the Court, might receive Judgment yd 
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out farther Argument: And, then, he fat con- 
tantly, according to the Daty of his Place. 

The Court (an{wering the Title of Common- 
‘* Pleas) was placed nexc the Hail-Door, that Sui- 
“< tors ar their Train might readily pats in and 
‘out. Butthe Air of the Great oor when the 
¢¢ Wind is in the North, is very cold, and, if ie 
‘© might have been done, the Court had been moved 
“sa little into a warmer Place, It was once pro- 
‘* pofed to let it in through the Wail (to be car- 
«¢ ried upon Arches, into a back Reom, which they 
** call the Zreafury. But the Lord Chicf Jutftice 
‘© Bridgman would not agree to it, as againtt 
“© Mona Charta, which fays that the Coimimon- 
“¢ Pleas fhall be held in certo Loco, or ina certain 
<¢ Place, with which the Diftance of an Inch from 
«© that Place is inconfiftent ; and all the Pleas would 
“* be coram non Fudice. Aithough at the fame time 
“© others thought, that the Locus, there, means the 
“<< Villa only; fo that the Returns being apud 
“© LVeftmonafterium, the Court might fit on the 
‘© other fide of the Abbey, and no Solecifm of Ju- 
‘© rifdiction happen. But yet that formal * Reaion 
«s hindered a ufeful Reform ; which brings Era/- 
‘© mus to Mind, who having read fomewhat of 
“6 Englifh Law, faid, that the Lawyers were doé?./- 
“* fimum Genus indottifimorum Hominum.’ 

This Event of my Lord’s Promotion to the 
Common- Pleas, has given our Author an Occafion 
of entering into the Hiftory of that Court. By 
what he fays, it appears, how the Law has en- 
croached, by a Multiplication of its P1 -a€titioners, 
on the Eafe and Happinefs of the People, which it 


* Our Author fhould have faid foe! ere or any other Epi- 
thet that might more emphatically denote a Deficiency of 
good Senfe ; the Quality, mott rarely to be found among 


Mankind. 
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was originally intended to fecure and defend: and 
that, inftead of a Tutamen, it is become a very 
Make-bate and Pickpocket. 
‘“¢ It feems, fays he, that, in old Time, the Bufi- 
*¢ nefs of the Court was very great, becaufe the 
‘© Officers arenumerous. So it appears, at this Day, 
‘© in the Chancery, that the Clerks are multiplied, 
‘¢ Firft, the Six did all that might be done by a 
«¢ fingle Secretary ; and then their Clerks, that rofe 
«* to ten a-piece, mere Copyers under them, have 
“© got to be Officers, and thirty more added to 
‘“ them. And ftill all of them have Clerks, who 
‘sc may, in Time, hope to be Officers too, and 
«¢ beard their Mafters, as they do the Six Clerks. 
«¢ ‘The Curfitors made out Procefs de Curfu. Spe- 
«© cial Writs are Magiftralia. The Matters in 
“© Chancery are Twelve. The Curfitors are by 
«¢ Counties ; thefe are the Lord Chancellor’s. The 
«¢ Philizers and Exigenters are by Counties alfo, and 
are of the Common-Pleas, The Prothonotaries 
are three, now, as it were, co-ordinate, but grew 
up with the Bufinefs, for it feems, at firft, there 
«¢ was but one, as in the King’s-Bench. He was 
«< the proper Officer of the Court, who was to en- 
ter up the Replications, Rejoinders, Rebutters, €c. 
(pronounced in Law French) upon the Record 
in Latin, and not by Paper Books brought in by 
Attornies, with Serjeants Hands, as now the Ufe 
<< is, But yet the Fees are taken as if the Prothono- 
‘¢ tary did all, as his Office required, by himfelf. If 
a Sergeant faid Judgment, that was a Demurrer ; 
if Pri, that was an Iffue to the Country ; and the 
Form belonged to the Prothonotary. But then the 
Crown would needs have a peculiar Prothono- 
tary, who fhould take Care of the King’s Pro- 
fits, and Rights that arife in, or come before, the 
Court; and then, who fhould deny him acting, 
in all Caufes, as the others did ? Thefe were fo 
‘s bufy, 
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‘¢ bufy, they had no Time for Pazpers ; fo an- 
¢s other Prothonotary crept in upon Charity, that 
the Paupers, who could not pay Fees, might be 
difpatched. And now, of all thefe, ic is hard 
¢ to know which is which. They have their Se- 
«¢ condary Clerks, and ride in Coaches all alike, 
and, being a co-ordinate Three, are no {mall 
Nufance to the Searching Bufinefs. The Chief 
Juftice hath the difpofing of the Officers of the 
‘© Court; but, at the Admiffion, the other Judges 
¢© not caring to fee the Pudding creep, and have no 
Share, expect to be attended ; ; the Confequence 
whereof is a {mall Prefent.” 

Notwithftanding this long Catalogue of Officers, 
his Lordfhip, it feems, found the Court ill tupplied 
with Bufinels to keep them all employed ; for, as 
Matters had been ordered in Wefiminfter- Hall, the 
Court of King’s-Bench went away with much the 
greateft Share of the Suits promoted by London 
Writs; and the proper Court fat idle, and had 
{carce enough to countenance their coming to 
Weftminfter-Hal] every Day in the Term. This 
was a moft difagreeable Profpeét to our new Lord 
Chief Juftice, and he fet himfelf to contrive Ways 
and Means for the amending of it. The Methods 
by which at length he effected it, and the feveral 
Regulations he made, with the Advantages that 
followed thereupon, are diftinétly recited by our 
Author. In the doing of this, he has occafionally 
expofed fome very unjuftifiable Practices in the 
Law, which Lord North did all that in him lay 
to difcountenance and put a Stop to, and which 
would never be a Difgrace to the Profeffion, if the 
‘Judges that prefide in our Courts were always as 
eminent for their Integrity as they fhould be. But 
thefe Things I pafs over, as likewife the Story he 
tells concerning a Dumb Day, as it was called, in 
the Court of ‘Common-Pleas, and all he has faid 
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about the Recovery of Infants, Fines of Infants, 
Fines vacated for Infancy, panne and Antiquiry of 
Fines, and Brun/bill s Project of the Green Wax: 
However, his Difcourfes on the Heads thew, to 
the great Commendation of my Lord North, how 
reltlefs that upright Judge was under Abules that 
tended to grieve Mankind. 

Ali the while he was Chief Juftice of the Commons 
Pleas, and had Leifure, he bent his Thoughts very 
much to regulating what was amuifs in the Law, 
¢¢ For it is impoffible but that, in Procefs of Time, 
‘sas well from the Nature of Things changing, 
«© as Corruption of Agents, Abufes wi il] grOW UD 3 
«© for which Reafon, the Law muit be kept as a 
‘<< Garden, with epgaont Digging, Weeding, Turn 
“ing, €f¢. That which in one Age was conves 
‘* nient, and, perhaps, necefiary, in another, be- 
‘comes an intolerable Nufance.? His Manner 
was, as any Abufe or Regulation came into his 
Mind, to fet it down ; and then, ona fecond View, 
to digett his Thoughts thereupon into the Form of 
a Tract ; with a Defign of preparing A@s of Par- 
liament for the Removal of one, and Eftablifhment 
of the other, as he had I Encouragement and Oppor- 
tunity. He had a preat Hand in the Statute of 
Frauds and Perjuries, of which Lord Nottingham 
faid, that every Line was worth a Subfidy. Indeed, 
it muft be owned, the Chief Juftice AYa/es was Prin- 
cipal in the fixing that Law ; yet the urging Part 
Jay upon the other, and our Author thinks it had 
the firft Spring from his Motion. Be this as it 
will, he finds in fome of his Lordfhip’s Notes, 
and Hints of Amendments in the Law, that every 
one of thofe Points which were there taken Care 
of, and divers other Matters which he fet his 
Mark upon, have fince been regulated by exprefs 
Statutes, 

He 
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He was extremely defirous that a Regifter of 
Titles to Lands fhould be fettled, and he worked 
ferioufly upon it. “* There were frequent Attempts 
«sin Parliament to eftablifh one; but none ever 
<< was prefented to them tolerably digefted ; and 
<< fo they came to nothing. And _ befides, the 
‘© Matter being a Subject of great Skill, as well as 
«© Forefight, in the Law, the Gentlemen of the 
‘¢ Country are afraid, and hearken to the Learned, 
<< as when they fettle their Eftates; and fuch 
‘¢ Jearned Gentlemen, admitting they were willing 
<<‘ to it (as they are reputed, for the fake of Intereft 
‘s in Practice, not to be) they would be fcrupulous 
«© enough ; but, being averfe, they raife a Mift of 
‘© Scruple upon every fuch Bill, and reprefent the 
«¢ Poffibility of Frauds in the Offices to be fo dan- 
<< gerous to Men's ‘Titles, that the Country Gentle- 
‘© men, who do not take upon them to judge, and 
«¢ will truft no body, fly back ; and there falls the 
«© Bill. And fo it ever will be until they truft fome 
‘© Perfons with the Conduét of it, who are capable 
‘< and willing to promote it. For, as to the tre- 
‘© mendous Frauds, that are fo exaggerated by fome, 
s¢ ic muft needs be alledged that Records of every 
«© Court of Juftice are obnoxious to ten times more ; 
‘¢ and if thofe Courts were now to be fettled, no 
‘© Man could agree to fuch Loofenefs of keeping 
‘© Records, that concerned Mens Eftates, as there 
«© is to be obferved : And yet they do the Work 
“¢ they were inftituted for; and fo would Regifters, 
‘<< if they were once eftablifhed.” 

Lord Hales had written a Traét upon this Sub- 
ject, in which, though he did not appear averfe to 
the Thing itfelf, he feemed not to be fatisfied with 
the Manner of eftablifhing it, fearing more Holes 
might be made than mended by it. Lord North, 
on ahe other hand, thought it abfolutely neceflary, 

S 4 and 
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hat, if 1c were not done, Forgery would be the 
beft Trade in England. 

And becaufe fome ufed to fay that Forgeries were 
not irequent, or that they were commonly detected, 
on careful Examimation at Trials; he recolleéted 
all the fuccelstul Forgeries that came to his own 
Knowledge, or that he really thought to be fo in the 
Courfe of his Bufinefs, and of them he made a Lift. 
«© The modern Way of Conveyancing is fo private, 
«6 that no wife Man, be he ever fo careful, can 
¢¢ be aware of it; and his Lordthip thought the 
«© Taw ought to be fo fetiled, that a wife and care- 
«© ful Man might be fure of his Title, whatever 
«© became of the Supine and Negligent.” 

After his Lordfhip’s Death, our Author found, 
among his Papers, feveral Draughts of Aéts of 
Parliament. which he had prepared to put forward 
as Opportunity offered. By thefe it is plain, his 
{ntent was not to crowd into oneBill many Matters ; 
but to a“ them in feparate Bills, for readcier Dif- 
patch in the Two Houtes. Elfe, any one Matter, of 
long Debate, retarded all the re upon which no 
Quefiion was made. ** Vf the Gentlemen of Eng- 
«¢ Jind in Parliament would truft fit Perfons, as 
¢* the Chiefs of the Law for Inftance, (who by their 
cs = Stations, are anfwerable to all Mankind 
‘© for their Behaviour) taking whom they would to 
és their Affiftance, and aéting, debating, and hearing 
¢¢ in public, to draw up a Law out of Particulars, 
‘cas the ancient Way was, and then, unleis grofs 
«¢ Miftakes are fhewed, would pafs it upon their 
<< Authority, there would be fome Hopes of an effec- 
‘¢ tual Regulation, in a Multitude of Particulars, 
66 that, alll: agree, need it.” It is believed, our Au- 
thor fays, that the Vetera Statuta, or ancient Laws, 
were fo made, by the Judges and Great Men, in 
Vacation of Parliament, purfuant to Petitions, be- 

fore, or, atterwards, authenticated there. 
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Our Author, after thefe Obfervations, has made 
a very agreeable Reprefentation of Lord North’s — 
Behaviour on the Bench, both with Regard to Praéti- 
tioners and Clients, It is greatly to be wifhed, that 
all who prefide on our Seats of Juftice, would fol- 
low his Lordfhip’s Example in thefe Refpeéts. In 
the firft Place, he would not endure that any fhould, 
in private Converfation, {peak to him of any Caufes 
depending in his Court.—Sometimes, Perfons of 
high Quality would be fo overfeen, as to {peak to 
him of fuch Matters, whom he could not reprove 
for fo doing ; but to fuch he teftified his Diflike by 
his Silence, or faying nothing of any Signification : 
and he ever fufpected a Caufe that ufed fuch Means, 
and often reflected on them in Coyrt.— Next, in his 
Conduét of Trials, he was very careful of three 
Matters: viz. 1. To adjuft what was properly the 
Queftion, and to hold the Counfel to that. 2. To 
keep the Counfel in order; for, in Trials, they 
have their Parts and their Times; and he ufed fre- 
quently to inculcate to Counfel the Decorum of 
Fvidencing Practice. 3. To keep down Repeti- 
tions, to which the Counfel, one after another, are 
very propente. 

Hemade a great Difference inthe Nature of Caufes; 
for if there was a Sufpicion of Fraud, Falfe-dealing, or 
Forgery, he was a moft {trict Examiner, and would 
canvas the Evidence to a Scruple, in order to gain a 
clear Solution of the Fact: For it was not enough 
that he, in his private Opinion, thought a Deed forged, 
or the like ; but he muft have Evidence, by the Force 
of which he might fhew it fo plain, as would fatisfy 
the Auditory as well as the Jury. And, after all, 
if he could not arrive at that, he let it go, and di- 
rected the Jury upon the Cafe, as it ftood upon the 
Evidence, whatever it was, — 








~ He was very good at Way-laying and difappoint- 
ing the Craft of Counfel ; fer he, as théy fay, had been 
parks % rs | In 
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in the Oven himilelf, and knew where to look for the 
Party. Sergeant Maynard was avery able Praétifer, 
and ufed to lay Traps for the Judges » and very cun- 
ning ones; but if he difcerned that he was obierved, 
he ftraight gave it up, and contended not upon a 
Fallacy, which he forefaw would be refolved, Sir 
William Fones fometimes came before his Lordfhip 
at the Nifi Prius, and ufed Art enough, and was 
very angry when it did not fucceed: As, for Inftance, 
by fuch Formsas thefe Af (my Lord) Wwe prov 2 fo 
and {o,—then, fo and fo,—and, atcer tha 7 wait for the 
Judge’s An{wer. If the Judge faid, Ay, if you 
prove that indeed, then, fc. the Laws ye r concluded 
the Jury was prepared fo far ; and if, in the Courfe 
of his Evidence, he could charm them to think he 
had proved that Matter, although not lufficientty, he 
carried the Caufe ; at leaft, in the Proceeding, he fo 
entangled the Judge, that he could fearce ; get Clear, 
His Lordfhip, in fuch Cafes, always dectined an- 
{wering any thing, but faid, cadl the Witnffes, and 
prove what you can. Then the Counfel at it again: 
But if we prove When you have proved {aid 
rhe Judge, J will te]/l what I think, and not befire.— 
For his Lordfhip knew that Way of Evidencing to 
be a fure Sign that the Proof did not come up to 
the Point ; and fo muft be fraudulently fupplied. 
This was one of the chief Arts practifed by Sir 
William Foues, upon Trials at Law. 

It would be endlefs, our Author fays, to fhew all 
the remarkable Trials that came before his Lordfhip: 
He only therefore, as a Diverfion, fubjoins one or 
cwo. The firft was on this Occafion: A Cook 
brought an Action againft one Grant, of the Inuer- 
Zempie, for Diet delivered in his Chamber. This 
Grant had a Mother and Brother, who dieted to- 
eether with him, At the Trial, the Defence was, 
that the.Brother, by Agreement, was the Houle- 
keeper, and was to pay for the Provifions : ~— 
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and the Mother did but dict with him; and the 
Mother was the Witnefs to prove it: So the Cook 
had miftaken his Cuftomer. And before fome Judges, 
he would have been nonfuited on that Score. But 
his Lordfhip was of Opinion, ‘¢ that the Owner of 
«¢ the Chambers was the Houfekeeper, as to all 
‘© Foreigners, who look upon, and truft, the vifi- 
«; ble Owner, whatever the Agreements among 
«< themfelves may be.” When the Defendants were 
outed of this Poft, they took fhelter in a Forgery, 
But from this likewife his Lordfhip drove them ; 
as is related by our Author. 

Mr. Sergeant Maynard was Plaintiff in another 
Caufe, which our Author has given an Account of, 
He has made this Gentleman as ill-natured and ri- 
diculous as he could do, in his Narrative of this Mat- 
ter’ He makes it to be a revengeful Profecution, and 
remarks, /uch Bitterne/s flows from the fower Spirits 
of old pretended Republicans. He adds, It had been 
well if no other Inftances, but fuch as this, were extant 
to fhew it. Butalas! there is another, in which he was 
interefted himfelf, more to the Shame of Mayuzard 
than the forementioned, and which he tells us, concei-+ 
ving it to be full as material to fhew little Things of 
ereat Men, as great Things of little Men. It is this, 
«© One Afternoon atthe Ait Prius Court of the Com- 
‘ mon-Pleas, in Weftminfter- Hall, before the Judge 
“ fate, a poor, half-ftarved, old Woman, who fold 
‘ Sweet-meats to School-Boys and Footmen, at the 
‘ End of the Bar, defired the Sergeant to pay her two 
¢ Shillings, for keeping his Hat two Terms. She 
‘¢ {poke two or three Times, and he took no Notice 
of her, and then, Mr. North, our Author, told 
the Sergeant, the poor LYoman wanted ber Money, 
and he thought be would do well to pay ber, 
The Sergeant fumbled a little, and then faid to 
Mr. North, Lend me a Shilling. Ay, with all 
my LIleart, quoth he, to pay the poor Woman, 
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«s He took it, and gave it her ; but fhe afked for 
«s another. Mr. North faid, be would lend him 
<¢ that al/o, to pay the Woman. No, do not, Boy, 
«© (faid Maynard) for I never intend to pay you this.” 
And he was, Mr. North fays, as good as his Word ; 
«¢ for, however he came off with that Woman, 
ss having been, as they fay, a wonderful charitable 
«© Man, he is fure he died in his Debt.” But in 
this manner, (as he guefles Maynard intended) 
Mr. North ftood corrected, as he fays, for med- 
dling. 

The Public, I believe, had never been informed 
of this important Tranfaction, by the Pen of our 
honourable Author, if the Party, to whofe Dif- 
credit it is recorded, had not been a Republican; 
But he muft depreciate a Character, in which 
Commonwealth Principles are Ingredients. And 
yet I have often wondered, that Mankind has not 
always been agreed in detefting thofe who have pro- 
fefled an Averfion thereunto; for furely this is the 
moft unnatural Temper to which any of the human 
Species can be abandoned. Mr. Maynard outlived 
the Revolution. When the Prince of Orange came 
over, he was one of thofe who waited upon him 
with their Congratulations. The Prince obferving 
his great Age, told him, de had outlived almoft all 
bis Brethren of the Law. We anfwered, yes, be 
bad fo, and fhould probably have outlived the Law 
atleif, if bis Highne/s had not come to refcue it. 
~ To fum up our Author’s Account of him, ** His 
natural and acquired Abilities were confiderable, 
his Gains by Praétice immenfe ; his Actions, in 
the rebellious Times, made the Act of Indemnity 
{mell fweet. And, afterwards, he had the Cun- 
ning to temporize, and get to be made the King’s 
eldeft Sergeant ; but advanced no farther.—He 
ever took in with Proceedings that maligned Lord 
¢¢ North; but he neyer outwent Difcretion, fo fat 
li : | 66 as 
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«© as fome did, to appear directly, and nominally, 
«« againft him, When his Lordfhip fate in the 
«¢ Chair of the Common-Pleas, he practifed under 
s¢ him, and had always the Refpect due to his 
«© known Abilities, But though the Sergeant ne- 
ver fail’d to conform to all things required of him 
in public, as Oaths, and Tefts, &c. yet, for all 
that, he continued a Favourite in the Pre/byterian 
Congregations, extolled as a Saint, and his won- 
derful Charities, and other good Works, related : 
and, to give him his Due, he was, to his laft Breath, 
at the Bottom, true as Steel, to the Principles of 
the factious Times, when he firft entered on the 
¢ Stage of Bufinefs.—He was an artful, as well as 
«© learned Lawyer, and would lay notable Snares ; 
«© but, when difcovered, never perfifted, but fate 
«; down; and, for the Decorum of Bar- Practice of 
«¢ the Law, was an excellent Pattern.” 

It is now high Time, our Author fays, to 
bring his Lordfhip forward, into that Part of 
his Office that requires him to be a Judge in the 
Country-Circuit.—He made the Weftern one his 
Choice ; not becaufe it was a long one, and bene- 
ficial for the Officers and Servants, (the common 
Reafon) but becaufe he knew the Gentlemen to be 
loyal and conformable, and that he fhould have 
fair Quarter amongft them. And in that he was 
not miftaken ; for, after a few Circuits, they found 
his Meafures and their Defires confonant in all 
Things ; fo that he contracted a fort of Alliance 
and ftri€t Friendfhip with much the greater and 
moft confiderable Part of them. And that Intereft 
ftood him in good Stead in Time of Need: For fo 
powerful a Body, and fo united, as the Wettern 
Gentlemen in Parliament were, did fo firmly en- 
{conce him, that his Enemies could never get a cle- 
ver Stroke at him. Inaword, he became the Dar- 
ling of the Weft Country. 
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Our Author has. given a particular Account of his 
Adventures in the firft, 1 fuppofe, of thefe Circuirs 
and has defcribed the Curiofities of feveral Places 
through which he paffed, the Entertainment he had at 
the Houfes of fome Noblemenand others, and his own 
prudent Behaviour in the feveral Incidents of his 
Journey, and the Duties of his Charge. This, 
which takes up no lefs than thirty Pages, 1s as en- 
tertaining a Part as any of this Work, 

His Lordfhip, at his Return from one of his 
Circuits, (1 know not which, for our Author dates 
hardly one Faét, throughout his whole Narrative) 
found a Parliament aflembled at Oxford. Hither 
he came two or three Days after the Opening of 
that Aflembly. The Diffolution of it followed 
almoit immediately. What Effect this bold Step of 
the King’s had upon the Spirits of the Country- Party, 
to damp them, is taken Notice of by our Author 
with great Pleafure. He tells us after what Manner | 
Lord Chief Juftice North lived during his Refidence 
in that City; and then, (after two or three other 
Matters, as concerning his being put into a Com- 
miffion of Oyer and Terminer extraordinary, for the 
Trial of Stephen College, a filly buftling Fellow of 
that unhappy Time, who was much encouraged by the 
Anti-courtiers, under the Title of the Proteffant 
Foyner, and who fell a Martyr to his indifcreet Zeal, 
and the Behaviour in Court of one /aron Smith, 
Solicitor for Col/ege,) he runs into a long Reprefenta- 
tion of my Lord North’s Principles and Converfa- 
tion, and circumfpeét. Conduct in feveral Cafes. 
Here we find his Lordfhip pourtrayed as a conftant 
Champion of the legal Intereft and Prerogative of the 
Crown, and the Proteftant Religion as by Law efta- 
blithed ; all which, we are told, is comprifed under the 
Word Loyalty, ‘* Andas for the noify Runners- 
‘© about with that Word in their Mouths, but nothing 
«© moderate, or juft, in their Actions, he tolerated, and 
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ss did not difcourage them, becaufe their Téndency 
“¢ was oppolite to the other F Xtreme, then termed 
© Fanaiicifms and, in managing all popular Flec- 
és tions, did very creat Service. For the common 
«« People are not influenced by the Reafon of 
«© Things, but by Shews, Pretenfions, and Noife: 
“« And the juft Adherents to Monarchy were de- 
s¢ famed by the Characters invented and inflicted 
“ by thefe Men, as being, at beft, High-Fiyers tor 
“s Prerogative.” 

He had an univerfal Acquaintance; and all forts 
of People, at times, had Refort to him, either upon 
Vifits, or for Bufinefs: He never declined dif- — 
courfing freely, and made no Secret of his Senti- 
ments, which were entirely in favour of all juft 
Ways that fupported the Church and Crown, and 
acvainft all the Oppugners of either, —_— 

“As his Lordfhip’s Opinion was no Secret, fo he 
had acquired a moft cautious Way of expreffing 
himfelf. For although all the Company underftood 
him perfectly well, yet his Senfe was fo couched, 
that, if ic had been delivered in the Centre of his 
Enemies, no Crimination, with any Force, could 
have been framed out of it®: And this Way he 
ufed as well with his intimate Friends, as with 
Strangers. ‘* This is an Art worthy to be exercifed 
“© by all People, and is ufeful in all Times. For if 
s¢ Men do not qualify their Difcourfe, when they 
© have their Wits about them, and thereby create 
“© an Habit of Caution, it will fall out that, when 
© difturbed with Wine and Paffion, they will in all 
“© Companies, certainly let fly, without Guard, juft 


a 


* Since the Revolution, the People of Exg/and are eafier in 
this Refpect than before. Treafon now is more precilely de- 
fined, and cannot be without an Overt-A&t. Whereas, before 
that Event, Words alone might be Treafon, and fuch as, to ufe 
—— iixpreflion, we would not hang a Dog for at this 
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‘* as, at other times, they ufed to do, and fo ex- 
¢ pofe themfelves to Trouble, or worfe Hazard.— 
‘ Upon this Account his Lordfhip was very free 
‘ from Trapans, as bein, known to be fagacious 
‘ and cautelous, and not apt to give Opportuni- 
¢ ties: For he entered not into promifcuous Come 
“¢ panies, nor dealt in the Bottle; but had his 
* Friends often, and his Servants always about 
<¢ him,” 

But as his Lordfhip was thus habitually circum- 
fpect, fo Iam apt to believe he was fometimes more 
apprehenfive than he needed. Our Author tells a 
Story of one Mr. Claypole’s coming to his Houfe; 
and defiring to fpeak with him, He was admitted 
into a Room, next to that where my Lord was at 
Dinner, while his Lordfhip was informed of a Gen- 
tleman’s waiting for him there. My Lord went 
to him, and no fooner was told his Name, (on 
which he inftantly recolleéted him to be a Defcen- 
dant of the Lord Claypole, Cromwell’s Son-in-Law) 
but he turned round on his Heel, and immediately 
left him ; as though he had feared an Affafii- 
nation, 

But notwithftanding he was thus fhy of Strangers, 
and acertain Set of Men, he was moft intimate and 
familiar with others, fome of whom our Author 
names ; but more efpecially with all the old Boon-. 
Companions of his noble Friend and Patron, Sir 
Geoffrey Palmer 3 for whofe Memory he retained 
fuch a Veneration, that he, all his Life, ufed the 
fame Tradefmen as had ferved that good Man3;. 
as Barber, Bookfeller, Shoemaker, Sadler, 7c. whom. 
he employ’d fo long as any of them lived: And all 
the Kindred of that Name, of which there were 
not a few, were courted by his Lordfhip. 

Befides the foregoing ftaunch ones, my Lord had 
another Set of Acquaintance, who are by our Author 
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termed Sufpicious ; that is, in plain Exgli/h, did not 
come up to my L.ord’s Zeal for the Church and the 
Prerogative. Among thefe wds, firft, Mr. Paul 
Foley, who was admitted on the Foor of Kindred, 
but recommended himfelf more to his Lordthip, 
by communicating his Obfervations in the Study of 
Records, to which he had applied himfelf very 
clofely. This Gentleman, as appears by our Au- 
thor’s Account of him, was a bot Anti-courtier, 
and fpoke to the Difadvantage of Lord Norté in 
the Houfe of Commons, when his Lordfhip was 
named there in order to be accufed. He then faid, 
very ungeneroufly, that be certainly knew that Per- 
Jon to be of arbitrary Principles, becaufe he had heard 
him difcourfe to that Purpofe at bis own Table. 
Mr. Tyrrel ufed alfo to come freely to his Lordthip, 
and his Difcourfe turning much on hiftorical Subs 
jects, was very agreeable to him; though, at that 
Time, he was looked upon as one of the Anti- 
monarchitts, 

His Lordfhip, we are told, did not often dine 
from his own Houfe ; and when he did, it was 
commonly at a particular Virtuofo’s, as with Sir 
Peter Lely, Mr. Hugh Muay, Sir Samuel Moreland, 
or the like-—When the Times grew warm, (that 
is, in other Words, but Words to which our 
Author had an Antipathy, when the Nation, 
and their Reprefentatives in Parliament, came 
to be alarmed by the obvious Encouragement 
of Popery, and the Prevalence of Preach Inthuence) 
my Lord grew more than ordinarily referved, and 
cared not to dine where there was any Diverfity of 
Company. But once he was caught ina Trap, and 
found himfelf in the Head Quarters of a dangerous 
Cabal. It happened thus: ** Sir William Scroggs, 
‘* a Ranter, but (except in the Cafe of Oates) on the 
** right Side, was promoted to the King’s- Bench, 
** But when the Court-Intereft in Parliament was 
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wavering, and very likely to fall, and my Lord 
Shafifbury, with his Followers, appeared to have 
an Afcendant,and was actually taken into the Privy- 
Council, his King’s-Bench Lordthip thoughe the 
Intereft not to be flichted ; ; and, accordingly, he 
opened a Social Commerce with them, an 1d made 
one at their Circulary Dinings ; and the Turn 
came to dine with him. He was fo obliging as 
to invite his Brother Chief of the Common- 
Pleas, who went, not dreaming of his Company, 
but expected that fome Noblemen, of another 
Order, might be there. When the Company 
was afiembled, it confifted of the Earl of Shafts- 
bury, the Bulhop of London, the Lord Maceles- 
field, and others of the moft diftinguifhed Op- 
pofers of the Court. They carefled his Lordthip 
very much as a New-comer, whom they were 
clad of the Kionour to meet, and talked about 
a Time to dine with him; all which (as they 
fay) was Water in bis Shoes. But after Dinner 
he got himfelf clear, and was careful not to be 
fo complimented any more. And he was mach 
difpleafed with his fuperior Chief, for engaging 
him fo untowardly. 

This Story naturally enough introduces Sir Wi/- 


liam Scroges’s Character, of whom our Author fays, 
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He was made Lord Chief Juttice of the King’s- 
Bench, while Lord North fate in the Common- 
Pleas. WHewas of a mean Extraé, having been 
a Butcher’s Son, but wrought himfelf into Buf- 
nefs in the Law, was made a Sergeant, and 
practifed under his Lordfhip. His Perfon was 
large, Vilage comely, and Speech witty and 
bold. He was a great Voluptuary, and Com- 
panion of the High Court Rakes, as Kez, Guy, 
oe. whofe Merits, for ought I know, might 
prefer him. iis ‘Debaucherics were egregious, 
and his Lite loofe ; which made the Lord ‘Chief 
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Juftice Hales deteft him. He kept himfelf very 
poor, and when he was arrefted by Krng’s- Beach 
Procefs, Hales would not allow him the Privi- 
lege of a Sergeant. He had a true Libertine 
Principle. He was preferred for  proteffing 
Loyalty: But Oates coming forward with a 
{winging Popularity, he, as Chief Juftice, took 
in, and ranted on that Side moft impetuoufly. 
It fell out, that when the Earl of Shafzsbury had 
fate fone fhort Time in the Council, and feemed 
to rule the Roaft, yet Scroggs had fome Qualms 
in his politic Confcience, and, coming from 
Windfor in the Lord ‘Chief Juftice North's 
Coach, he took the Opportunity, and defired 
his Lordfhip to tell him ferioufly, if my Lord 
Shaftsbury had really fo much Power with the 
King as he was thought to have. His Lord- 
fhip anfwered quick, No, my Lord, no more 
than your Footman hath with you. Upon that, 
the other hung his Head, and confidering the 
Matter, faid nothing for a good while, and then 
paffed to other Difcourfe. After that Time, he 
turned as fierce againft Oates and his Plot, as 
ever, before, he had ranted for it ; and, thereby, 
gave fo great Offence to their Evidencefhips, 
the Plot witneffes, that Oates and Bedloe accufed 
him to the King, and preferred formal Articles 
of divers Exctravagancies and Immoralities againft 
him, The King appointed an Hearing of the 
Bufinefs in Council, where Scroggs run down 
his Accufers with much Severity and Wit, 
and the Evidences fell fhort ; fo that, for 
want of Proof, the Petition and Articles 
were difmiffed. But, for fome Jobs in the 
King’s- Bench, as difcharging a Grand Jury, &e. 
he had the Honour to be impeached in Par- 
liament, ‘of which nothing advanced, At laft 
he died in Efex-Street of a Pobypus in the 
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«© Heart. During his Preferment, he lived well, 
«s and feathered his Neft ; for he purchafed the 
«© Manor of Burntwood in Effex. It was obferved 
<< of him, that every Day in his Houfe was Holi- 
«s day. His Lady was a very Matronly good 
«¢ Woman ; fhe died long before him. He had 
«¢ one Son, who lived not many Years after him ; 
«¢ for he was a Suffererin the Wars of Venus. He 
had two Daughters, one of whom was married 
“© to Sir Robert Wright ; and lived to fee his Mif- 
<< fortunes; for, at the Revolution, he was clapped 
“up in Newgate, and there died. ‘The other 
«© Daughter, fometime the Widow of Mr. Kiibie, 
«sa Lawyer, married the truly Noble Charies Haz- 
“s ton.” 

About this Time, the Court deliberated con- 
cerning the Suppreffion of Coffee-Houfes, as Nur- 
feries of licentious, feditious, and, our Author fays, 
really treafonable Cabals; of which there were Ac- 
counts daily brought to the King. ‘The beft Me- 
thod of doing this was thought to be by a Procla- 
mation recalling all their Licences, and prohibiting 
the granting any new ones, On this Head feveral 
Points of Law were ftarted, whereupon the King 
commanded that all the Judges fhould attend, to 
give their Advice touching the Proclamation ; and 
his Lordfhip, and five other Judges, being all that 
were in Town, attended. His Lordfhip, upon the 
main, thought that retailing of Coffee might be an 
innocent Trade; but as it was ufed to nourifh Sedi- 
tion, fpread Lies, fcandalize great Men, and the 
like, it might alfo be a common Nufance, 

There were alfo at this Time fome Delibera- 
tions about the Means of putting a Stop to Libels, 
the People of all Degrees eagerly entertaining them, 
whereby they became an intolerable Vexation to 
the Court. It was moved that there fhould be 
more Meffengers of the Prefs, and Spies, who 
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fhould difcover fecret Printing Houfcts (which, then, 
were againft Law) and take up the Hawkers that 
fold Libels, and all other Perfons that difperfed 
them, and infliét fevere Punifhment on all that were 
found guilty. But his Lordfhip was of a very 
different Opinion, and faid, ** that this Profecution 
‘¢ would make them but the more enquired after, 
“< and it was impoffible to hinder the Difperfion 
‘> of Libels: For the Greedinefs of every one to 
«¢ get them, and the high Price, would make Men 
.*¢ of defperate Fortunes venture any thing: And, 
‘sin fuch Cafes, Punifhments never regulate the 
“© Abufe; but it muft be done, if at all, by Me- 
<¢ thods undermining the Encouragement ; yet, if 
“¢< any were caught, he thought it was fit to make 
«¢ fevere Examples of them. But an extraordi- 
nary Inquifition to be fet up, and make fo much 
Noife, and the Punifhment falling, as was moft 
likely, not on the Authors and Abettors, but 
«¢ fome poor Wretches that fought to get a Penny 
*s by felling them, would, as he thought, rather 
‘s incenfe than abate the Abule.” His Notion was, 
that his Majefty fhould order nothing extraordi- 
nary, to make People imagine he was touched to 
the Quick, but to fet up Counter- Writers, that, as 
every Libel came out, fhould take it to Tafk, and 
anfwer it. dud then (fays he) as nothing is done, 
by his Maefty and bis Minifters, but what the Law 
will warrant, what fhould they be afraid of ? Let 
the Seditious lie and accuse till they are weary, 
while we declare at the fame time, as may be done 
with Demonfiration, that all they fay is falfe and 
unjuft; and the better Sort of People, whom Truth 
fways when laid before them, will be withus. This 
Counfel, our Author fays, was followed, and fome 
clever Writers were employed, fuch as were called 
the Obfervator and Heraclitus, for a Conftancy, 
and others with them occafionally ; and then they 
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foon wrote the Libellers out of the Pit, and during 
the Kemainder of King Charies’s Lite, the Trade 
of Libels was worth nothing. 

From the Year 1666, to September 1678, this 
Prisce’s Reign was tolerably free from Plots. But 
about the Time laft mentioned, that devilifh Impofture 
of Oates, as our Author ftiles it, came forth, and 
afterwards there followed the horrid Confpiracy, 
called the Rye- Plot. During this melancholy Sea- 
fon, his Lordfhip fate in holy Peace, under his old 
Oak, the Court of Commou-Pleas, which had no- 
thing to do with Crimina!s. He was indeed ex- 
ceedingly troubled to fee Men noifed out of their 
Lives, as the Twelve Priefis were, and that nothing 
could refit the Fury of the People, that, like a Hur- 
ricane, purtued them.— There was not any thing, he 
imagined, but Time, could qualify this popular Fer- 
ment; yet he thought fuch an Effeét might be fome- 
what forwarded by a Pamphlet, written with Temper, 
and confifting of hiftorical Deduétions. Purfuant 
to this Defign, his Lordfhip applied himfelf to pre- 
pare Inftruétions tor fome expert Pamphleteer, wha 
had a popular Stile and Addrefs, to treat upon the 
Subject of Oates’s Plot. But our Author does not 
know that this Projeét was ever carried effectually 
into Execution. His Lordfhip was perfuaded, the 
whole Affair of the Popifh Confpiracy was an Im- 
potture, calculated to difturb the Publick, and bring 
Evils upon the King. 

_ There was nothing in al] the Courfe of the above- 
mentioned Outrages, that fo much affected him, 
both with Admiration and Commiferation, as the 
deplorable Cafe of the Earl of Strafford, who was 
pronounced guilty, feeming!y upon the groffeft Er- 
ror, in common Juftice, that ever was known, 
Very few, if any, of the Peers that condemned him, 
would own that they believed the Witnefles who 
{wore the Treafon againit him ; and Lord Norta 
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expottulated with fome of them, to know how it was 
poffible, being fo perfuaded in their own Minds, 
they could declare him guilty ? Their Anfwer was, 
‘¢ that they were not free in the Cafe, but were 
«¢ bound to judge according to the Proof of Faéts ; 
«¢ and here Witneffes {wore the Facts, Ergo, &?c.” 
His Lordfhip replied, ** that this was contrary to 
‘¢ the very Inftitution of Trials; for it is the pro- 
«¢ per Bufinefs of Peers and Juries to try, not the 
«© Grammatical Conftruétion of Words, which 
‘¢ every School-Boy can tell, but the Credibility of 
‘¢ Persons and Things ; which require a Colla- 
‘tion of Circumftances, and a right Judgment 
‘¢ thereupon, and God forbid that the worft of 
‘¢ Villains fhould have it in their Power, by pofi- 
“* tive Swearing, to take away any Man’s Life or 
ss Eftate; and it is fo far from that, thac it is 
“¢ every Day’s Direction of Judges to Jurors, viz. If 
“ you BELIEVE THE WITNESSES, find, elfe nor.” 

1 have put fome Words of the laft Period 
in Capitals, on which there fhould be laid the 
oreateft Strefs: And I heartily wifh the whole 
Sentence were deeply imprinted on the Mind of 
every Juryman while he is entrufted with the Life 
or Property of his Fellow-Subject. By the Verdicts 
that are given, one would think, that the Credi- 
bility of the Witneffes was a Circumftance often- 
times little minded; and that provided the due 
Number did but fwear pofitively, the Jurors were 
bound to find accordingly: Whereas they fhould 
know, that no one is an Evidence to them, whofe 
Teftimony they do not believe. 

Our Author, who was as firmly perfuaded of the 
Reality of the Rye-Loufe, as he was of the Falfity 
of the Popify Plot,.makes feveral Reflections on 
the Legality, Prudence, and Clemency of all the 
Meafures of the King and his Minifters, with Re- 
ference to the former. But the greateft Vindication, 
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he fays, of ail their Proceedings, (in the Direétion 
of which Lord North had the principal Share) 
that ever happened to a Government, and its Mini- 
ftry, fince the World began, is this, ** Atter the 
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Revolution, when the Affemblies of Lords and 
Commons met at Wefiminfier, one of the Mat- 
ters which the Lords took into Confideration, 
was, the Trials and Convictions of the Culpa- 
bles in the Aye Confpiracy. Every one that 
was examined was fworn. The Executions of 
the Criminals (for Brevity) were pre-judged to 
have been illegally inflicted, and fo not inquired 
into; but the fuffering Perfons were pre-fup- 
pofed to have been murdered; and the Com- 
mittee of Lords was appointed to inquire by 
what and whofe Means thofe Perfons came to 
be murdered. -—In fhort, they fummoned all the 
Officers, Witnefles, fome Counfcl, and every 
particular Perfon who had, as they were in- 
formed, faid or done any thing relating to any 
of thofe Trials: And after all the teafing, 
fkrewing, good Words, and bad Words, as 
fome thought fit to ufe towards particular Per- 
fons examined, there was not any one Peccadillo 
difcovered, nor any Action or Speech of any Per- 
fons, in or out of Authority, made known, 
which could be laid hold on as an Abufe or Mif- 
demeanor, that might be ceniured.— And fure- 
ly it was wonderful, that in the Ardor of thofe 
heated ‘Times, «which may be imagined, but 
hardly expreffed) the Minifters and Agents 
fhou!d not only be fo intelligent, but withal, cares 
ful of the Forms and Subftance of Juftice, and 
their Duty, that, on fuch a dire Inqueft as was 
not forethought ever to come upon them, not 
one Fault fhould be found, neither wilful, nor 
out of human Infirmity or Olcitancy.” Hereupon 


oyr Author exclaims, Oh! the Virtue couched in 
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Horace ! Integer Vite fcelert{que purus. Methinks, 
according to his Reprefentation, he might have gone 
a little further, and praifed God for the infallible 
Guidance of all the aforefaid Agents by his Holy 
Spirit: For really, to be kept fo abfolutely inculpa- 
ble as he makes them, one may not unreafonably 
fuppofe fuch a Superintendency requifite. 

But, to return; while the Nation was yet di- 
{tracted about Oates’s Plot, the King made a dan- 
serous Experiment, .which was a Reform of his 
Privy-Council, diflolving the old one, and con- 
ftituting a new one, which took in the Lord Sha/rs- 
bury as Prefident, and the Heads of the Malecontent- 
Party of both Houfes. This, our Author fays, 
{truck the loyal Party with Aftonifhment ; but the 
King made ufe of his beft Friends, and, among 
others, took in the Lord Chief Juftice North. Not 
long after this he was admitted into the Cabinet ; 
where, as to all Matters that related to the Law, 
and ordinary Policy, upon the Foot of the King’s 
true Intereft, he had almoft a judicial Regard. 

The Earl of Danby’s Impeachment now made a 
great Noife. Our Author does not give us the 
Hiftory of this Nobleman’s Cafe at large, but he 
has infifted on fome Particulars relating to it, of 
which I fhall recite one or two. Lord Danby, as 
is well known, was impeached of High-Treafon 
before the Lords, committed by them, and after- 
wards, before any Trial, pardoned, the Pardon was 
pleaded, and the Validity of it difputed by the 
Commons. Hereupon, it was firft confidered, if 
the Earl fhould venture to plead the Pardon, or 
no; left, in cafe the Pardon were difallowed, and 
his Plea over-ruled, it would be peremptory, and 
he not be admitted to plead over, as Non Cul, or 
what other fpecial Matter he had to detend by. 
But notwithftanding this Hazard, that if the Lords 
had judged againit the King’s Power to —_ 
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after an Impeachment lodged in the Houfe of 
Peers, he might not have been allowed to have 
pleaded over, taking the Pardon pleaded, as is 
ulually held, to be a Confeffion of the Faét ; yer 
he did plead his Pardon to the Impeachment, and 
relied upon it, ** But the Faétion, in all Dilcourfe 
«¢ and Writing, afferted the Non-validity of the Par- 
s¢ don, with all the Earneftnefs that could be; and at 
«¢ the fame time the Men of Law ftared at fuch 
‘© a Pretence, as an unheard-of Innovation, ac- 
<< counting the Offence in the Impeachment to be 
«¢ the fame as in other Courts that have Cognifance 
¢¢ of it, that is Treafon againft the King, which, 
¢¢ as all Felonies and Mifdemeanors are, is punifh- 
«¢ able ac the King’s Suir, and may be releafed by 
¢¢ him; the Impeachment being but as an Indiét- 
¢¢ ment in the High Court of Parliament, which 
«¢ is the King’s Suit.” 

It is hard, our Author fays, to pick out of the 
whole Law a Maxim more fure, than shat the King 
can pardon all fHigh-Tresfons, univertally. And 
yet, when Paffion was at work, and Refolution 
taken to urge Lord Danby to the Death, it is no 
Wonder that Arguments, fuch as they were, grew 
up Jike Mufhrooms. Lord North uted to obterve 
the Method, when Points were previoufly refolved 
upon, which could not be maintained directly ; as 
here, that the King cannot pardon. ‘* Firtt, fay 
«: they, is there any Cafe of Offences by Law, 
‘¢ that the King cannot pardon? Yes, private 
«¢ Rights, as Appeals, and common Nufances. 
‘© Say you fo? Then this Impeachment is for a 
«¢ Right of the People, and is their private Suit by 
« their Reprefentatives the Commons ; and, rather 


*¢ than fail, call the Offence a Nufance. And, 


«turning the Tables, fee how, with pofitive 


‘© naming and afferting, if People give way, and 


cs quic the plain Text of the Law, any Thing 
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‘© may be ftood upon. It may be proved that the 
‘¢ King can pardon Bonds and Mortgages. For, 
s¢ afk firft, what can the King pardon? Anfwer, 
‘¢ Qutlawries and Trefpafles vi 7 armis. Then, 
‘6 becaufe a Man may be outlawed in Debr, call 
¢ the Bond an Outlawry; and, becaufe a Man 
‘© may enter by virtue of his Mortgage, call ita 
‘¢ Trefpafs with Force.” It will be faid, to ufe 
ftill our Author’s own Words, that thefe Points are 
too impudently urged: He grants it. And what 
is to be faid of the other ; for in Kind they are the 
fame? Lord North was always of Opinion, §* thac 
‘© all falfe Reafonings, in Matters of Life and 
‘¢ Property, were of dangerous Confequence , and 
‘© that Men were not aware of the Mifchiefs to 
‘6 the Public, when, from high Places, Times 
‘¢ ferve themfelves of them, For which Reafon 
‘¢ his ordinary Sentence, on fuch Occafions, was, 
‘© Nova, non vetus Orbita fallit.” 

There are few Readers, who may not deteé& 
the Sophiftry of our Author’s arguing in this Cafe. 
But, to leave that to every one’s private Con- 
fideration, I fhall only fay, ‘* That if it be 
‘¢ hard, as he obferves, to pick, out of the whole 
‘© Taw, a Maxim more fure, than that the King 
‘© can pardon all High-Treafons, univerfally ; it ts 
no lefs hard to find in Rea/on a Truth more evi- 
dent than this, that no King ought to be entrufted 
with fuch> a Prerogative; or, at leaft, it fhould 
be fubjeét to this Limitation, not to be exerct/ed 
but with the Confent, or confequent to an Addrefs 
of Parliament.” And in this I think I have 
the Authority of that Parliament which fettled. the 
Hanover Succeffion ; and which undoubtedly fup- 
pofed the Crown ought not to be vetted with fuch 
a Power; or they would never have refcinded it, 
as it is well known they did ; it being the laft of 
the Conditions fpecified in their Act for the further 
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Limitation of the Crown, and better fecuring the 
Rights and Liberties of the Subject, Thar no Par- 
don under the Great Seal of England, be pleadadble 
to an Impeachment by the Commois. 

There is one Paffage more, refpecting my Lord 
Danby’s Affair, which our Author tays he cannot 
omit, and which I will recite 5 therewith concluding 
this Article. It is touching Lord North s Concern 
for the Maintenance ot the Rights of Parliament; 
and that is the Point of the Karl of Danby’s being 
bailed; wherein Lord Nirth differed trom tome of 
his Brethren. The Queftion turned upon the Au- 
thority of Parliament. He ftood committed by the 
Lords, upon his Impeachment, when the Wefimin/ter 
Parliament was diffolved ; and, at the fame time, 
the uatried Lords, committed for Oates’s Plot, lay 
there on the like Account. And now both the Earl 
and the Popifh Lords thought, that, by Joint. 
Influence, they might get to be bailed. Accor dingly, 
upon the Return of an Hrbeas Corpus, the Earl of 
Danby was brought up, and appeared in the King’ s- 
Bench Court. The Cafe made a great Noife, and 
raifed a great Expectation what would be the Iflue, 
His Lordfhip being confulted, (though not ot that 
Court} anfwered, ‘* that he was of Opinion, that the 
«¢ Court of King’ s-Bench being inferior in Juriicice 
¢¢ tion to the Houle of Lords, could not bail their 
«© Prifoner, after he had been charged by {pecial 
«© Articles: For they had no Means to bring down 
«¢ the Record, whereby to determine any thing 
¢© of the Caufe of his Commitment ; and, for ought 
€> that they could judicially know, he might be ate 
‘ss tainted of the Treafon.” 
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ARTICLE XXIV. 


Extracts from the Hiftorical Account of the Life 
and Reign of Davin, King of Hrael. 


WN a foregoing Article relating to this Work, we 
i had fome general Elints oe the Defion 
and Tendency of tr, of with the Titles of the 
Chapters contained 3 in the Grit Volume thereof ; and 
a Promife of inferting an Abftract of the faid 
Volume in this Month’s Hittory. It has, fince thar, 
come into my Thoughts, that fome Extracts of th 
moft curious Paffages would be more for the Rea- 
der’s Entertainment, and no lefs fuffice for his In- 
formation, concerning the Merit of this Performance, 
than a regular Epitome of the whole would be, 
which requires Brevity in all the Parts of it. Ac- 
cordingly, I fhall purfue this Method; and give 
Notice, that all thofe Periods which are diftinguifhed 
by inverted Commas, are not only the Sentiments, 
but the very Words of our Author. 

But though I intend not a formal Abridgment 
of this Work, yet I would not entirely negleét a 
Connection of the Paffages that are cited out of it, 
and therefore I not only take them in Order, but 
introduce them with a brief Summary of thofe 
Branches of the Subjeét which comprehend them, 
or, on which they depend. To proceed then, 

In the firft Chapter we have an Account of Sauil’s 
Rejection, and David's Defignation to the Throne, 
In the fecond fomewhat is faid of the ‘Zewifh Pro- 
phets, and their Schools, What our Author has faid 
upon thefe latter Topics, befide a long Quotation 
from the Univerfal Hiftory about them, 1s what tol- 
lows, ** The Yewsfp Nation had no fuch Schools 
** or Seminaries for the Education of their Chil- 
‘¢ dren, as are now in ule among us; with them 
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Parents were in the Place of Tutors; and, as 
they had no Regard, or, to fpeak more properly, 
as they had great Contempt for Heathen Litera- 
ture, they contented themielves with teaching 
therr Children their own {.anguage and Laws; 
upon full Affurance, that a proper Proficiency 
and Skill in thefe, would gain them all the Credit 
and Efteem they defired.—However, as Parents 
are not always the beft qualified to the Difcharge 
of this Duty, and a careful Study and thorough 
Knowledge of the Scriptures, was of fuch vaft 
Importance, at once to inform and enlarge their 
Minds, and to preferve them in the Purity of 
their Religion, and keep them a diftinét People, 
it pleated God to inftitute feveral Orders of Men 
for this Purpote 5 of which the principal were the 
Priefts, Levites, and Prophets. ———_ 

‘© The lait of thefe were a Race of Men trained 
up by a long Courfe of Study, Difcipline, ftrid 
Temperance, and utter Contempt of worldly 
Grandeur, to be Teachers of Righteoufnefs ; and 
fitted by the beft Habits of Piety and Vertue, to 
receive, upon extraordinary Occafions, the Infpi- 
rations of the Spirit of Gop. 

‘© Thefe were to the Fews the great Teachers of 
Virtue and Wifdom, as the Philofophers were in 
fome meafure to the Heathens; but with great 
Difadvantage, from their Deficiency in the 


‘+ two Jaft Characters; whereas thefe Advantages 


impowered and infpired the Prophets to preach 
true Righteoufnefs to the People ; and to deprefs 
the Value of all the Rituals of Religion, com- 
pared with it; to preach and to prepare them for 
the Kingdom of the Mefiab,; and to manifeft 
their Miffion by Miracles, and Predictions of fu- 
ture Events : which enabled them, on many Oc- 
cafions, to reprove and to reprefs alike the Enor- 
mities of Princes, Priefts, and People; nay, fome- 

fs times, 
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‘6 times, to awe even neighbouring Nations into 
‘¢ Repentance and Amendment, 

‘+ Now, though God, to fhew that the Operations 
‘¢ of his Spirit are not ued to human Inftitutions, 
‘¢ fometimes chofe uneducated Men, and even 
«© Women, to receive and publifh his Infpirations ; 
«+ yet, at the fame time, to manifeft the Value of 
wife Difcipline, and good Inftitytions, and to 
fhew their Fitnefs to prepare Men for the Influence 
‘* of the Spirit of God, he generally chofe his Pro- 
‘© phets out of fuch as were educated in the Schools 
«< of the Prophets *. 

‘¢ Many learned Men have thought, that in thefe 
‘© Schools they ftudied Arithmetic and Aftronomy ; 
‘© and Dr. Patrick thinks, that the Greek Word 
‘© Sopbos, which was originally the Title of Aftro- 
‘© nomers, might be derived trom Zopb, which in 
“© Hebrew fignifies a Prophet. Nor is this an irra- 
«¢ tional Conjecture 5 efpecially when we confider, 
‘¢ that the Prophets generally fixed their Refidence 
‘¢ upon the Fops of Hills, where, if they ftudied 
‘“¢ not Aftronomy, yet were they always at hand 
‘¢ to preach a better Knowledge of Heaven to 
the People that delighted to facrifice on high 
«¢ Places. 
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* What the Authors cf the Univerfal Hifery have faid of 
thefe Schools, fo far as they are quoted by our Author, is no 
more than this ; ‘Vhat the Scholars lived ina kind of Society, 
and had generally one or more of the Prophets to be Heads over 
them, and to whom they gave the ‘Title of Father ; their 
Houies were but mean, and of their own building ; their Food 
was chiefly Pottage made of Herb:, unlefs when the People fent 
fome better Fare to them, fuchas Bread, parched Corn, Honey, 
dried Fruits, and the like; their Drefs was plain and coarfe, 
and tied about with a leathern Girdle : Their Wants being fo 
few, were ealily fupplied by their own Hands ; and to thefe 
their Labours were limited ; beitowing the reit of their Time in 
Prayer, Study, and Retirement. 
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«¢ One Thing we certainly know, that in thefe 
«© Schools they ftudied and practifed Mufic in great 
‘< Perfe€tion ; and as the Praifes of God made a 
‘ confiderable Part of their Bufinefs, it is not to 
‘© be imagined that their Mufic was without Song.” 

As our Author, in the firft Chapter, gives an Ac- 
count of Davin’s Defignation to the Hebrew 
Throne, in the third he tells us what enfued thereupon, 
as likewife the Occafion of bis being called to Saur’s 
Court, With Regard to the Confequences of his 
Appointment to the Royal Dignity, he fays, 
‘s avid, eleéted and anointed to the Throne, be- 
«© came from that Day eminent for Fortitude, Pru- 
«¢« dence, and Piety, beyond any Man of his own, 
‘¢ or, perhaps, of any fucceeding Age. It is true, 
«¢ they that credit the Scripture-Hiftory in this Af- 
<¢ fair, will eafily account for all thefe extraordinary 
‘© Accomplifhments and Improvements ; for that 
<¢ affures us, that the Spirit of the Lord cane upon 
ss David from that Day furward. And] fhould be 
«s glad to Icarn from thefe who do not credit this 
«s Circumftance of the Hiftory in the ftridt Senfe of 
«© the Text, how otherwife they can account for thofe 
<< extraordinary Effects and Endowments, which 
“© immediately enfued Davia’s Defignation to the: 
«© Throne*.” He goes on, with his accuftomed 
Solemnity, 

ss I fhould be glad to learn from thefe Gentle- 
«© men, how a Defignation to Empire, which, iz 
‘<6 its ordinary Courfe, is too apt to corrupt, debafe, 
‘s and overlet with Vanity, fhould raife an obfcure 
«s Youth, uneducated, and little accounted of even 
‘© in the Efteem of a Parent’s Partialiry, in an ob- 


o 


* Tt is much our Author did not refleé&t here, tbat the Infidels, 
he is tpeaking of, do not believe a Word ot any extraordinary 
Efeéis and Endowments immed ately enfuing David's Union ; 
end fo cannot be embarrafied wich the icait Difficulty concerning 
tom. 
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«« fcure Age and Country, without the Advantage 
sc either of Inftruction or Example, into the greateft 
‘¢ Mufician, the nobleft Poet, and the moft con- 
‘¢ fummate Hero of all Antiquity ;” more than 
all which, David was, in the Efteem of our Au- 
thor *. 

With Reference to the Occafion of David’s en- 
tering into Saul’s Service we are told, that after 
his Avointing he returned to the keeping of his 
Flock ; ** where his great Abilities and Endow- 
«© ments quickly became fo confpicuous, that they 
‘¢ recommended him ina very diftinguifhed Man- 
‘+s ner to the Service of Sau/, whofe Mind now 
«© became difturbed by all the black and malignant 
‘¢ Paffions, without any Reafon, that we know of, 
«© but that which the Text tells us, that the Spirit 
“© of the Lord was now departed from him, and an 
“© evil Spirit from the Lord troubled him.” : 


* The Unbelievers, as abovefaid, will not agree with this 
great Writer, in reputing David the molt illuitrious Hero that 
has ever appeared : which, at once, faps the Foundation of his 
Reafoning with them. nthe next Place, has no Perfon, born or 
adopted to Empire, had virtuous Di.pofitions, or acted nobly, 
without fupernatural Influences ? What were Marcellus, Titus, 
Trajan, Conflantine the Great, Edward V\. of England, the 
Black Prince, and many others that might be named ; fome of 
which were at leaft as good, and others as heroic as David ? 
Had they any extraordinary Divine Afiittances, to render them 
what they were? If not, how will the like Aéts or Qualifications 
prove David to have been {fo privileged? But, lailly, is there 
not a Miftake, in fuppofing that Defignation to Empire ordinarily 
corrupts, debafes, and inflates the Mind? It may be too common 
indeed with thofe who are born to Sovereignty, and have what 
we call an hereditary Title to Wealth or Power, to be carelefs of 
cultivating their Faculties, or, of atchieving brave and fhining 
Exploits; but it isas generally otherwile with thofe whofe Gran- 
deur is to be purely the Refule of their own Merit, the Fruit of 
their own Wifdem and Courage, the Confequence of dangerous 
Enterprizes, or of an unexceptionable Conduét. Thefeare ufu- 
ally excited to Heroifm by Motives eafily to be afligned, without 
having Recourfe to Divine Affiftances. 
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Whether this only means God’s withdrawing 
from him the ordinary Aids of his Grace, or whe- 
ther the Divine Being did not moreover fubject 
him tothe Agency of fome malevolent Spirit, our Au- 
thor does not pofitively determine. He fees no Kea- 
fon for rejecting the latter Suppofition, and there is 
this Prefumption in favour of it, that Sau/’s Phyfi- 
cians, who could beft judge whether the Diforder 
of his Mind Jay within their Province, or without 
it, exprefly afcribe it to the Influence laft men- 
tioned (1 Sam. xvi. 15.) Behold now an evil Spirit 
from God troubleth thee. ‘Whey then proceed to 
prefcribe, in the following Manner; Let our Lord 
now command thy Servants which are before thee, to 
Jeek out a Manwho is a cunning Player on the Harp; 
and it fhall come to pafs, when the evil Spirit from 
God is upon thee, that be {hall play with bis Hand, 
and thou fhalt be well. 
<< Commentators, who afcribe this Diforder to 
natural Caufes, abound with learned Reafonings 
<< and Quotations, to prove the Power of Mufic in 
<s Cafes of this kind; and particularly urge that 
“© Proof from Seneca, (de Ira. |. ill. ¢.9) that Py- 
thagoras quieted the Perturbations of the Mind 
with a Ilarp. And, poffibly, fo he might: 
But as we are not told whence thele Perturba- 
tions proceeded, his having done fo, no way 
affects the Queftion before us. All that we 
know of, is; that we have Reafon to believe, 
from the Example of £i‘/oa, 2 Kings ii. (nor 
will the beft Philofophy forbid us) that quiet- 
ing the Perturbations of the Mind, 1s abfolutely 
neceflary towards receiving the facred Influence 
of the Spirit of God. And if fo, then may 
we fairly conclude, that the fame State of Mind 
** which fits us for the Influence of good Spirits, 
** as naturally unfits us for the Influence of fuch as 
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‘«< are evil: And therefore the fame Power of Mu- 
*s fic which fitted Sui for the Agency of the 
«« Holy Spirit of God, might, by quieting his 
‘C unruly Paffions, unfit him for. the Agency ot 
«© the evil Spirit which troubled him, and, of Con- 
«© fequence, work his Cure for that Time. And 
‘“¢ accordingly, we are affured by the facred Hifto- 
‘¢ rian, that David was recommended to Saul, on 
‘¢ this Occafion, by one of his Servants to play 
‘© before him; that he was fent for accordingly ; 
‘*¢ that his Father immediately difpatched him with 
*¢ a {mall Prefent of Bread and Wine to the King ; 
«© and that his Mufic had the defired Effect. And. 
“¢ if we fuppofe, with Fofepbus, that David added 
‘¢ Songs and Hymns to the Harmony of his Harp, 
“© (Hymns that repreffed the Suggeftions of the 
‘© evil Spirit) what is ic which the united Power 
“¢ of fuch Mufic, and fuch Poetry, might not ef- 
‘© feé&t? And that he did fo, is, 1 think, more 
** than probable ; firft, becaufe he excelled both in 
‘© Voice and Poetry ; and it was natural he fhould, 
“on this Occafion, exert his Talents; fecondly, 
«© becaufe he could not but know, that fuch united 
‘* Accomplifhments would at once more endear 
‘© him co Sau/, and be more effectual to his Amend- 
“¢ ment; and thirdly, becaufe this was the known 
*¢ fubfequent Practice and Praife of all the cele- 
‘“* brated Bards of Antiquity. Nor have I the leaft 
“© Doubr, but that the diftinguifhed Honours paid 
‘© in After-ages to thofe who excelled on the 
** Harp, added to thofe high and known Epi- 
““ thets of Divine, in/pired by God, and honoured 
‘“* by the People, were derived from the Tradition 
‘* of David's Infpiration, and the Honours heaped 
‘upon him both by Almighty Gop, and the 
** whole Realm of J/rae/. 
‘© This beft accounts for Homer’s feating the 
© Divine Demodocus (introduced by an Herald) 
U 2 “ on 
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<¢ on a Silver-ftudded Throne, in the moft honour- 
«s able Part of the Affembly, and at a fingle and 
‘ feparate Table, like an, Eaftern Prince; and 
‘cat another Time placing him (in the middle 
<< of the Affembly) as the J/raelites did Ely the 
¢ High-Prieft, in the Height of his Dignity, 
“¢ and the Kings of Yudah, at their Inauguration, 
ss (2 Kings xi. +4.) On a Seat againft a Pillar; 
«s and crowning all with the Appellation of the 
«© Hero Demedvcus ; Honours utterly abfurd, and 
“6 unaccountable, even ih this Age of mufical Idola- 
“try, upon any other ‘thin the foregoing Sup- 
¢ pofitton. 

As the Recominendation how made to Sau! of 
David, is Very remarkable, our Author imagines 
his Readers will not be difpleafed at his dwelling 
thereon a little. And accordingly, as he leads us 
thorough this Affair, he points out to us the vaft 
Heighth of Reputation to ‘which David’s Endow- 
ments had raifed ‘him ; the artful Addrefs of the 
Recommendation itfelf, which paints him, though 
yet a Youth, as now in his'Prinie both of Valour 
and Prudence. To account for the giving him‘this 
Character, our Author would have us know, fitt, 
that Valour and Strength were the firft and rtioft 
advantageous Recommendations to ‘the Favour of 
Saul, who piqued himfelf upon bringing Men of 
thefe Endowments into his Service. In the next 
Place, as Sau] was troubled with an evil Spirit, *un- 
der whofe Influence he was, doubtlefs, guilty of 
many and great Extravagancies, it was nor‘ft 
that a raw giddy Youth fhould be Witrefs 
to thefe; and therefore David is recommended 
as a prudent, and a valiant Man: As. prudent, 
our Author gravely notes, he was fitter to be 
trufted with the Secret of Sau/’s Extravagaricies 
in his Fits; and, as valiant, he was more likely 
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to bear with the Infirmities of a brave Man, as 
Saul was. 

How long David continued at Court, and when 
and why he returned to his Father, and his Flock, 
is no where told us. Our Author has fome pretty 
Conjectures on this Head, He afterwards fays, 
«© But whatever the Occafion of his leaving the 
¢ Court might be, it is evident, it was not without 
‘the {pecial Appointment of Providence ; whofe 
¢ Purpofes required, that when David fhould next 
¢ make his Appearance there, it fhould be under 
¢ a more advantageous Character, than that of the 
«© molt excellent Mufician ; which foon after came 
“© to pals.” And this leads us to the fourth Chap- 
ter, where David’s Combat with Goliab is de- 
{cribed. | 

This is a noble Topic for our Author’s flourifh- 
ing, and he has embellifhed it to the uttermoft. 
Where the Scripture has left us ignorant of any 
Particular, that might have ferved to introduce, or 
fomewhat illuftrate the Story, he has helped us our, 
in the beft Manner he could, with his own inge- 
nious Conjectures; and has made the whole of 
David's Conduct in the Affair, as grand and as 
amiable as poilible. 

When he is relating how David an{wered Saul, 
difuading him from {fo rafh and dangerous an At- 
tempt, as that of encountering Goliab, he notes, 
there is an united Dignity and Humility in the Re- 
ply, which no Words but his own can come up 
(0 remem Thy Servant, faid he, kept bis Father’s 
Sheep 5 and there came a Lion and a Bear, and took 
4 Lamb out of the Fiock, and I went out after bim, and. 
mote him, and aelivered it out of bisMouth: And 
when he arofe aggirft me, 1 caugot bim by bis Beard, 
and {mote bim, and flew him. Ty Servant flew bork 
the Lion and the Bear, and this uncircumeifed Phi- 
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fay, has carefully difplayed the Beauties of this 
Narrative: but he does not remark, how furprifing 
ic 1S, that the Fame of fo unparal' el’d an Exploit had 
not made ic known, before Davia’s telling it. If 
the Lion and the Bear were full grown, or were 
not a mere Whelp, and Cub, that faunter’d down to 
David’s Flock in Sport together, and there, in 
Concert, made the firft Effay of their devouring 
Talents, this early Inftance of our young Hero’s 
Streneth and Intrepidity is alone fufficient to rank 
him with the fabulous Hercules, and to raife him, 
’ our Author promifed to co, above all we can 

depend upon for Truth in ancient Hiftory, Whe- 
aed it be an ufual Thing for a Bear and a Lion to 
geo prowling together, is a Queftion not worth 
atking ; we are ‘fare of their doing fo this one 
Time. Nor can we be certain which of them it was 
that feized the Lamb, or whether both laid hold of 
ic together: The Change of Number in David's 
Account is fomewhat perplexing, — - There came 
a Lion and a Bear, and took a Lamb out of tke 
Flock, and I went out after him, and {mote him, 
and dclivered it out of his Mouth ; and when he 
arofe agatnft me, L caught him by his Beard, and 

mete him, and flew him ; [and then it follows, } 
thy Serve su flew both the Lion and the Bear: So 
that though both were undoubtedly flain, we know 
not whether both actually feized the Prey, or rofe 
up againft the invincible Shepherd.—But to return 
to the Memoirs. 

In the fifth Chapter, our Author has charm- 
ingly fet forth the Friencfhip of David and Fona- 
than, Clears fome Difficulties in the facred Text ; 
and draws a Comparifon between David’s Combat 
with Goliab, and that of Dioxippus the Athenian 
Athlete. | 

The firft Difficulty to be cleared is this, ** when 
«* David was recommended to Saul, it was as a ' 
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Man prudent and valiant ; whereas, when he was 
going againft Goliab, fome Years after, he is called, 
in the facred Text, a Youth, and a Stripling.” 
Our Author anfwers: ‘* The firft Part of this Ob- 
jection hath been already removed, by fhewing, 
that although David was then very young, yet 
the Occafion required, that his Age and Character 
fhould then be raifed as much as poffible: whereas, 
both when he was going againft a Giant, and re- 
turning from the Conqueft, nothing was more 
natural than to deprefs both as much as poffible : 
the firft, in order to diffuade him from fo defpe- 
rate an Attempt ; on the Succefs of which, not 
oniy his own Safety, but alfo the Safety and 
Honour. of his Country depended: and the 
fecond was as natural, when he had fucceeded, 
to raife the Glory of his Conqueft, by the Op- 
polition of his Youth to Goliah’s eftablifhed 
Strength ; in Comparifon of whom he was in- 
deed but a Stripling: So that the Words Your 
and Stripling are here comparative Terms. Da- 
vid had now, in all Probability, not exceeded 
his twenty-fecond Year; and we know it is 
common, in our own Language, to call Perions 
of that Age Boys and Children, when compared 
with Men of more Age and Experience ; and it is 
evident from the Text, that Goliah himfelf con- 
fidered him in the fame Light.” | 

There is yet another Difficulty, feemingly greater, 


which our Author folves no lefs eafily. «* When 
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David returned from the Slaughter of the Philifine, 
Saul inquired who he was: Which implied, he 
knew him not; and Abner could not tel! him. 
This feems ftrange, conlidering that David had 
refided fo long and fo lately at Court, and was in 
a good Degree of Favour with Saw.” To ac- 


count for this, we are told, ** That dbser mighe 
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‘¢ have been abfent from Court during the greater 
<¢ Part of Davia’s Refidence there; or, if he were 
‘¢ prefent, might have httle Relifh for Davia’s 
‘¢ Mufic , and, confequently, taken little No- 
<< nce of him. Befides, David had now been 
‘« ablent from Court for a Year or two ; and they 
that are acquainted with Courts, will be little 
‘¢ furprized to find Men forgotten there in lefs 
‘¢ Pime, who were more confiderable than David, 
under the Character of a good Harper, or Saul’s 
«¢ Armour Bearer. Befides all this, one or two 
«¢ Years Growth of David’s Beard and Stature, 
*¢ added to the Influence of the Weather upon his 
+¢ Complexion, and the Roughnefs of his Shepherd’s 
*¢ Habit, might make a conficerable Change in his 
«¢ Perfon and Appearance, and fufficiently difguife 
*¢ him to a Man lefs difturbed in his Underftand- 
‘© ing than Saal,” 

The anfcriptural Reader, our Author fays, may 
be curious to know how David difpoled of Goliab’s 
Spoils. At the End of this fifth Chapter he has 
given them fufficient Information with refpect to 
this Matter. The Head of the Philifine Cham- 
plon was conveyed to Feru/alem, then in the Pof- 
feffion of the //raelites ; though the ftrong Fort of 
Sion ftill held out for the Febufites. ** And, poffi- 
*¢ bly, one End of carrying it thither might be, 
«to {trike a Terror into that Garrifon; though it 
«© was more probably depofited there,*in a prophetic 
«s Forefight of that City’s becoming one Day the 
«< Capital of David.” And if our Author may 
be indulged a Conjecture, to him it feems not 
impoffible, ** that all the Hiftories we have of 
*¢ Heads found in the Foundations of Cities; 
¢* which afterwards became great and eminent, 
‘ fuch as thofe of Rome and Carthage, might 
‘be derived from fome imperfect or defigned- 
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«¢ ly obfcure Tradition of the Hiftory of this 
¢s Head.”* 

In the fixth Chapter of this excellent Work, our 
Author elegantly recounts the Rife and Effects 
of Saul’s Enmity to David, and the ill Ufage the 
latter received, in Regard of the Promife folemnly 
made to give him the King’s Daughter Merad to 
Wife, which was violated, by beftowing her upon 
another. With the fame Flow of Eloquence does 
he, in the feventh Chapter, difcourfe upon Michal, 
another of Saul’s Daughters, being offered to David, 
upon Condition of a required Dower; the Nature 
of which Dower he has explained at large. 

The Dower that Sauz/ infifted on, was an hun- 
dred Philiftine Forefkins , from which Circumftance 
our Author has drawn an obvious Inference, as he 
judges it, at the Clofe of this Chapter, viz. ** That 
«¢ the Philifline Nation had not yet practifed the 
‘© Rite of Circumcifion.” This is an Information 
for which we fhould have been highly obliged to 
our Author, in this Place, if it had not been ren- 
dered in a great meafure needlefs, by what occurs 
in two Places before, viz. Page 39, where he brings 
in David thus expoftulating, For who is this un- 
circumcifed Pbhiliftine, that he fhould defy the Ar- 
mies of the living God ? And again, Page 41, David 
fays to Saul, this uncircumciled Pbhiliffine fhall 
be, &c. 

In the eighth Chapter, the Story of Saul’s Perfe- 
cutions and David’s fignal Deliverances is continued, 


* Yn like manner, if 1 had not happened to have feen a Man 
of a gigantic Stature, now living in London, | fhould certainly 
have thought, that all the Stories of Giants, which occur in 
Heathen or old FEnz/if/Writers, had been derived from what we 
find concerning thefe huge formidable Fellows in Scripture- 
Story: And I am flill, however, verily perfuaded, that the cele- 
brated Romance of Yack and ihe Giant, is founded on the true 
Hiltory of David and Gokeb. 

Michal’s 
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Micha.’s Stratagem, to fave her Hufband from the 
Hands of thofe whom her unnatural Father had 
jent to deftroy him, is here fpoken of. 

In the ninth Chapter, our Author fhews, that to 
David's Efcape at this Time, by his Wife’s Contri- 
vance, a confiderable Part of the xviith Pfalm may 
refer ; thatis, from the 1ft to the 2gth Verfe inclufive. 
Having evinced the Probability of this Suppofi- 
tion, he proceeds, in the Sequel of the Chapter, 
to point out the poetical Beauties of that Portion of 
Holy Writ. 

There is but one Defcription, he fays,-in the 
whole Compafs of Heathen Poetry that deferves to 
be once named with it; and that is, Virgi]’s noble 
Defcription of a Tempeit, in the firft of his 
Georgics, which he efteems the fublimeft Effort of 
his Gentus. 

Davia’s Account of the Tempeft (which our 
Author fuppofes to have been raifed by Providence, 
Yor the annoying and fcattering his Enemies, who 
purfued him after he had efcaped out of his 
own Houfe, by the Affiftance of Michal, as afore- 
faid, and by means of which he was delivered from 
their crue] Intentions) ftands thus : 

Pfal. xvii. Ver. 6. Ln my Duftrefs I called upon 
the Lord, and cried unto my God. He heard my 
Voice out of his Temple: my Cry in bis Prefence en- 
tered into bis Ears. 

Ver. 7. And the Earth trembled and fhook, and 
the Foundations of the Muuntains trembled and were 
toffed, becaufe be was H’roth. 

Ver. 8. Smoke afcended from his Noftrils, and 
Fire devoured from his Mouth ; Coals were kindled 
Gi it. 

Ver. 9. And he bowed the Tleavens, and came 
down; and Darknef{s was under his Feet. 

Ver. 10. And he rode upon a Cherub, and flew ; 
and flew Jwift on the Wings of the Wind. 

Ver, 11. 
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Ver. 11. He made Darknefs bis Secret Place: Hts 
Pavilion round about bim the Darknefs of Waters-in 
the Clouds of Heaven. 

Ver. 12. At the Brightne/s before him his Clouds 
paffed away; Hail-ftones and Coals of Fire. . 

Ver. 13. And the Lord thundered in the Heavens, 
and the moft High gave his Voice; Hail-fiones and 
Coals of Fire. 

Ver. 14. And he fent out his Arrows, and tore 
and difperfed them; and multiplied his Lightnings 
and confounded them. 

Ver. 15. The Beds of the Waters appeared; the 
Foundations of the World were uncovered, at thy 
Rebuke, O Lord ; at the Blaft of she Breath of thy 
Noftriis. 
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VIRGIL’s Zempeft is well known. 


Sape etiam immen{um Calo venit agmen Aquarum, 
Et Fedam glomerant tempeftatem Imbribus atris 
Collette ex alto Nubes. Ruit arduus A&ther, 

Et Pluvid ingenti fata leta botimque Labores 
Diluit. Implentur Foff2, &§ cava Flumina crefcunt 
Cum fonitu, fervétque Fretis. Spirantibus Afquor. 
Ipfe Pater, media Nimborum in Note, Corufca 
Fulmina molitur dextra. Quo maxima Motu 
Terva tremit : fugére Fere; &§ mortalia Corda 
Per gentes humilis flravit Pavor. Ille flagrantt 
Aut Atho, aut Rhodopen, aut aljta Ceraunia telo 
Dejicit. Ingeminant auftri,  denfiffimus Imber 
Nunc Nemora ingenti Vento, nunc Litora plangit. 
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Our Author has furnifhed his Readers with two 
Verfions of this noble Pafflage;, one is performed 
with uncommon Spirit, Clofenefs, and Juftneis, by 
an anonymous Author, in a Work intituled, Virgii’s 
Hufboandry ; or, an Effay on the Georgics. Lond. 
1725; the other is a moft diffufed one of Mr. Dry- 
dew’s. As the firft only is truly Virgil, fol ~ 
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here infert that alone, for the fake of the Exgli/b 
Reader, 







































Oft from above defcends a Trocp of Floods ; 

Oft gather from tie Deep the thick’ning Clouds ; 

Down rufh the Skies, and with impetuous Rain 

Wafh out the Ox’s Toil, and /weep away the Grain + 

The Dikes are fill?d, no Bounds the Torrents keep 5 

And with the breathing Surges botls the Deep: 

Amid a Night of Clouds, bis glittering Fire, 

And rattling Thunder, hurls the Eternal Sire : 

Far fbakes the Earth: Beafts fly, and mortal Hearts 

Pale Fear dejetis: He with refulgent Darts, 

Or Rhodope, or Atho’s lofty Crown, | 

Or fteep Ceraunia’s Cliffs, trikes beadlong down : 

The Rains condenfe, more furious Aufter roars ; 

Now with vaft Winds the Woods, now lafhes he the 
Shores. 


And thus, having Jaid both thefe Defcriptions 
before us, our Author makes a fair Difplay of 
their refpective Beauties, and then leaves the Reader 
to determine for himfelf. 

Ver. 6. He heard my Voice out of bis Temple. 
¢¢ Can there be a nobler Idea, than to confider the 
*¢ Heavens as the Temple of Gon! This Temple | 
‘* incompafies the Univerfe, and there the whole 
‘* Creation are in the Prefence of their Maker.” 

Ver. 7. He was Wroth, and the Earth trembled | 
and foook.— He bowed the Heavens, and came down.— | 
Fle vode upon @ Cherub,— He flew upon the Wings 
of the Wind.—He made Darknefs his Pavilion.— ’ 
A: the Brightue/s before him hts Clouds paffed away. 

*¢ The Grandeur of thefe Ideas is much eafier con- 
* ceived than explained. What Poetry ever equalled 
<¢ the Magnificence of this Style! What Ideas of 
‘ the Divinity does it infpire! What muft we 
¢ think of that mighty Being, at whofe Wrath she 
“¢ Barth 
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Earth trembles, and the Heavens are humbled at’ 
his Feet! Angels and Winds his Vehicles! His 
Voice is Thunder ; and Lightnings the kindling of 
his Breath /.His Majefty veiled in Darkne/s 5 
and yet even fo, the Clouds paffing away, at the 
Glory that went before bim.” 
In Virgil, Jupiter, in the dark Centre of his 
Showers, deals about his Thunders with his 
flaming Right-hand: Earth trembles at the 
mighty Motion: the Beafts of the Foreft fy; 
and humble Fear proftrates the Heart of Man. 
‘«¢ Noruine can be more nobly terrible, than 
the former Part of this Defcription, nor more af- 
fecting and touching than the lait! For my own 
Part, I never read it but.my Blood was curdled, 
and my Pride quelled. 
He goes on:— ‘* He (that is, JuprTEerR) Hanes 
down ATHO or Ruopops, or the lofty CERAU- 
NEAN Prowontory with bis red-hot Rolts : 
TbeWinds double, and the Showers thicken 5 the 
Forejis and the Shores refound. 
‘© You fee the Lightnings fly, in this Deferip- 
tion. You hear the ratling of the Thunder, ix 
that noble Line (and the beginning of the next ; ) 
Aut Atho, aut Rhodopen, aut alta Ceraunia tedo 
Dejicit.-——. 
*© You hear the Clafh of the falling Mountains ; 5 
the thickening Shower patters in your .Ears, and 
the Tempeft roars. 
‘> Aut this is unqueftionably noble:——.but the 
Reader will obferve this effential and truly poeti- 
cal Difference between the two Defcriptions.; that 
in Virgil, every thing but the Thunder isinatural 
A€tion, and even that is aéted and wielded :with 
dreadful Force; the Effeét of which Mation ‘is 
an Earthquake. 
‘© In David, the whole Univerfe is animated. at 
the Prefence of Gop, affrighted at his Wrath, 
“ and 
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<< and obedient to his Beck! God is angry 3 and the 
«< Earth trembles; and Coals kindle at bis Breath ; 
© and Hail-fiones fly before him. 

“ VirGIL’s ‘Fupiter weilds his Thunders: Je- 
“. HOVAH commands his, and they obey. Faupi- 
‘s ter deals about his Bolts in the Attitude of an 
‘< heated Hero; or, to fpeak more properly, a 
“«¢ Giant of refiftlefs Strength! Jehovah but fends 
«out his Arrows; they know what to do, 
“¢ they sezr and di/perfe, and his Lightning con- 
“¢ founds. 

‘© JuPITER is angry, and he beats down a 
«© Mountain! Jenovan is wroth, and the Earth 
“< feels it 3 and the Foundations of the Mountains 
“ ave toffed to and fro, tremble and fhake like the 
¢6 Joints of an affrighted Man! At one Blaft of bis 
“< Breath the Ocean-t opens to her deepeft Channels ; 
‘© and the Foundations of the Farth are barred be- 
<* fore him. 

«In a word: Virgil’s Defcription is truly 
«cs noble; but David’s beyond all Expreffion 
<¢ grand. 

‘© To all this may be added, that David wrote 

‘c firft: and if Ovid read Mofes, eerey Virgil 
“© read David. I believe he read David, becaufe 
I am fure he read J/azah. 
“© Tus at leaft muft be allowed, that. Earth- 
«© quakes are not the natural F feéts of Thunder: 
«¢ They are united in Davids pag cag and fo 
“they are in Virgil’s: They are the. Effects of 
“ Gop’s Wrath in David ; they are the Effects of 
“© Fupiter’s Right-hand in Virgz/. 

‘© Ir muft be alfo owned, that Virgil's Yubiter, 
<< ina Night of Clouds, is very like David's Fc- 
<¢ hovah, - incompafied with Darknefs in the Waters 
< of the Clouds of Heaven! \n this, indeed, Febo- 
“6 ysh has the Advantage, that his Glory cannor 
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‘© be wholly fhrouded ; fome Gleams of it ftill flath 
‘¢ out as he pafies, and difpel the Clouds.” 

Our Author clofes this Criticifm with the follow - 
ing Obfervation, viz. ** That the Painting in the 
‘© zath and 13th Verfes of this Pfalm is, to his 
<¢ Imagination, the fineft he ever faw in Poetry :— 
“At the Brightnefs before bim his Clouds paffed 
“ away; Hail-ftones and Coals of Fire.-— And the 
“© Tord thundered in the Heavens, and the moft High 
“¢ gave his Voice; Hail-ftones and Coals of Fire. The 
«¢ Poet was too tranfported to wait for auxiliary Verbs 
‘s and connecting Particles! The Defcription is a 
‘© noble Picture, in which the Gufts of Hail, and 
“ Flafhes of Fire, burft out from. the Clouds 
‘© with as much Spirit and Force as in a real 
‘© Tempeft.” 

In the tenth Chapter our Author gives an Ac- 
count of David’s flying to Samuel at Ramah, 
after the Adventure recounted in the foregoing 
Chapter 3 of Saui’s purfuing him thither ; of the 
Confequences that followed thereupon ; of David's 
returning to Founathan at Gibeah, and being again 
obliged to fly; of the folemn Covenant agreed 
between them, and their exquifite Diftrefs ac 
parting. 

It muft be remember’d, that in this Work our 
Author fpecially intends the Defence of Revelation 
againft the Cavils of Unbelievers; and therefore he 
never miffes an Opportunity of encountering or ob- 
viating their Objcétions. So here he gives them a 
Stroke in the Perfons of Sau] and fome of his profane 
Attendants, who, like them, made a Jett of Infpi- 
ration, David having betaken himfelf to Samue/, 
was by him carried to his Prophetic College at 
Naioth. No fooner had Saul been informed of his 
being there, but he fent Meffengers to take him. 
They went, and when they arrived, they found the 
Sacred Affembly under the immediate Influence of 
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the Spirit of God, prophefying, and Samuel prefiding 
over them: ‘* And to convince that infidel Tribe, 
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that thefe Prophefyings were no fanatic Delufions, 
or Efforts of Enthufiafm, they themfelves were 
feized with the fame facred Influence, and pro- 
phefied alfo. And when this was told Sau/, he 
fent other Meffengers again, and again; and 
they were alfo fubdued by the fame Spirit of 
God. At laft he went himfelf, inquiring, as he 
went on, where Samuel] and David were. And 
being informed, at the great Well of Sechu, that 
they were at Naioth in Ramah, he prefled for- 
ward in Queft of them: And as he proceeded, 
God, to fhew that his Power its neither confined 
to Place nor Perfons, that the Prophefyings at 
Naioth were owing to no Influence of Example, 
to no intoxicating Vapours, or Temperature of 
the Air, (as was fufpected of fome of the Oracles 
of Old) feized him alfo with his facred Influence, 
long before he reached Nazoth, and conducted 
him under it to the Affembly of the Prophets ; 
where, forgetting his bloody Purpofe, he put off 
his Robes of Royalty, and military Apparatus, 
and prophefied in the Prefence of Samuel; and 
continued under a very diftinguifhed Influence of 
the Spirit of God that whole Day and Night? 
—— Which now gave new Occafion to the Re- 
petition of that proverbial Taunt againft him, /s 
Saul al/o among the Prophets? WDoubtlefs Saul 
(with the Wits and Flatterers of his Court) had, 
in the Fullnefs of his libertine Spirit, often turned 
David and the prophetic Choir, to which he 
had affociated himfelf, to abundant Ridicule! 
And now the Ridicule is retorted upon himfelf.” 
It is enough to melt one’s Heart to read our Au- 


thor’s Account of Yonathan’s Covenanting, and 
other Tranfactions, with David; one’s Soul knits 
itfelt with that Royal Youth, who difplays fo un- 
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parallel’d a Tendernefs and Generofity towards a 
Man, whom almoft any ove, ia like Circumfltances, 
would have confider’d with implacable Enmity, as 
his Supplanter in a Kingcom. It David fhould 
ever prove guilty of Ingratitude toward the Memo- 
ry of fuch a Friend, would he not deferve the Exe- 
crations of all Mankind? 

~In the eleventh Chapter we find David flying to 
Abimelech at Nob, and from hence to Achifh at 
Gath; Our Author exaniines and excufes his Con- 
duct at both thefe Places, againft which there have 
been fome groundlefs Imputations from the unbe- 
lieving Quarter. 

Nob was the Refidence of ALimelech, otherwife 
called Abiathsr, the High-Prieft. Here David was 
in Hopes of fading Refuge. untill the Rage of 
Saul was abated. And poifibly, our Author fays, 
fo it might have been, had he not been prevented 
by the Sight of Doeg the Edomite, one of the Ser- 
vants of Sau/, and Chief of hs Herdfmen, who, 
as David fulpected, would make a Merit to his 
Matter of difcovering the Fugitive’s Retreat. And, 
in aj] Probability, the High-Prieft himfelf had the 
fame Apprehenfion; for the Text tells us, that 4e 
was afraid at the meeting of David, which there 
had otherwife been no Caule for. Then ¢bimelech in- 
quired, why he was alone, and not attended as be- 
came his Dignity? To which he anfwerd, ‘* Thar 
«¢ he was employed by the King upon an Affair 
‘* which required Secrecy and Difpatch ; and there- 
‘© fore he came away in that private Manner, and 
‘© appointed his Servants where to meet him.” 

Here, fays our Author, David is charged by 
moft Commentators with the Guilt of adding one. 
Lye to another ; a Falfification, which, in its Con- 
fequence, coft the Priefts of God their Lives. And 
it is thought, that, in Compuné¢tion for this Guilr, 
he crigs out in the cxixth P/alm, at the 28th and 

7 XB. 29th 
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29th Verfes, My Soul melteth away for very Heavi- 
ne/s: — Take from me the Way of Lying. 

All Men, however, do not fee this Matter in the 
fame Light, or think David's Carriage in this In- 
{tance fo blame-worthy as fome have reprefented it, 


es 


. 


wn“ 


“A 


© 


o 


& 


cS 


r A 
co fF # 


“ 
oe 


“~ 
o 


- A 
eo «a 


His Intention was innocent; he induftrioufly 
concealed his Condition from the High-Prieft, 
to keep him clear of all Sufpicion and Charge 
of having combined with him againft Saui. 

‘© There are many learned Men, who honour 
Truth as much as any of its Advocates, who yet 
will not load every uninjuring, undefigning, and 
much lefs every well-defigning Deceit, with the 
Guile of Lying. They cannot, indeed, go ia 
altogether with Euripides, who is of Opinion, 
that when Truth is likely to be attended with 
great Evil, Falfhood is pardonable ; well know- 
ing, that a good Man fhould fpeak the Truth 
from his Heart in many Inftances, even to his 
own greateft Damage or Difadvantage. All that 
they infift on is, that we are not obliged to {peak 
the Truth either to our own or other Men’s Dif- 
advantage, to fuch as have no Right to know it 
from us ; and, confequently, are no way hurt by 
not knowing. it. — To diffemble or difguife the 
Truth, from ene who hath no Right to know 
it, is no Injury : Confequently, fuch a Conduét 
is confiftent with the Conduct of a good Man.” 
Our Author adds, ** I know no [mputation of 
Guilt upon this Conduct in the Scriptures. The 
beft Writers upon the Law of Nature cenfure it 
not. And I fhould be glad to know from thofe 
rigid Gentlemen who differ from thefe learned 
Writers, how Children, Fools, Madmen, and 
Ruffians, are to be treated upon their Principles ? 
The Cafes are obvious.” 

After recounting what paffed between himelech 


and David at vob, our Author informs us in what: 


Manner 
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Manner he went thence, and of the Refolution he 
took to throw himfelf under the Protection of Achi/b 
the Philifline King. What induced him to this 
Step, fo oppofite to the Didtates of common Pru- 
dence, is not eafily determined. Some have guefied 
one Motive, fome another. Be this as it will, he 
found himfelf in a very dangerous Situation at the 
Court of this Prince. He quickly faw into what 
Streights he had brought himfelf; and had no Way 
of efcaping, but by changing his Behaviour, and 
counterfeiting Madnefs. ‘The Stratagem fucceeded 
to his Wifh, and the King ordered him to be turned 
out of his Palace. 

For this likewife, it feems, he has been feverely 
cenfured by fome People, as tho’, in this Cafe, he 
had been guilty of an immoral Fraud. But our 
Author juftifies him. He only bit the Biter. The 
Servants of .4chifo had mifreprented to their Mafter 
his fair and open Dealing when firft he threw 
himfelf into their Hands ; they had contrived his De- 
{truction. Now, “ what if he tried to deceive? To 
«s deceive the Deceiver, is, in many Inftances, me- 
«© ritorious, in none criminal, And what fo likely 
“ to deccive, as the very Reverfe of that Character 
‘© which they had fo mifconftrued? He was un- 
done, as a Wife-man ; he had a Chance to efcape, 
“6 as a Mad-man. 

«© Some Critics have traduced David upon this 
‘© Account; but others, with more Reafon, confi- 
«“ der this Conduct as a ftrong Specimen of Saga- 
‘<< city, and as a well-judged, an honeft, and an 
honourable Fraud ; and can no more cenfure 
David for faving his Life by this Guilt, than they 
can Solon for faving his Country. 

In the twelfth Chapter our Author has fhewn us 
David flying to the Cave of Adullam, and gives 
an Account of the Perfons who reforted to him 
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there, with the galiant Manner of his receiving 
them. 

In the thirteenth Chapter we find David betaking 
himfelf co the Foreft of Hareth, and are told what his 
Employment was in that Solitude. Saz/’s Impatience 
tor Revenge is finely painted in the Sacred Text: 
Our Author has detcanted on the Beauties of that 
Paffige. We have afterwardsa melancholy Relation 
of the infamous Maffacre of the Priefls at Nob: At 
the Clofe of this we meet with an Obcervation, on 
the Contempt wherewith Sau] feems to have treated 
the Word Prief?, when he ordered this crue! Exe- 
cution, as if it had been a Term of Reproach : 
«© For, when he commands them to be flain, 
‘© his Expreffion is,-— Turn and flay the Priefts of 
‘< the Lord. And again, when the Soldiers refufed 
«< the Butchery, Zura thou, Clays he to Doeg) and 
“< fall upon the Priefts. Whereas, had he fhewn 
«< the leaft Reverence to their Character, I think 
«s he fhould have rather chofen to have marked 
«6 them by their Guilt, than their Function; and 
«“ fpoken of them, on this Occafion, under any 
«s other Appellation; fuch as that of Enemies, 
‘s Traitors, é8c. But, poflibly, it was the Fafhion 
«<< of the Times to treat the moft venerable Name 
«© among Men with Contempt, or he had a mind 
<s to have it fo. Whether this be a furer Mark of 
«s oreat Impiety, or great Politenefs, the Reader 
ss will beft judge for himfelf; as he will beft learn 
ss from the Hiffory of the World, how far Men of 
‘© this Turn (Scoffers of Sacred Things and Cha- 
‘¢ raéters) have been remarkably blefs’d or curs’d 
s¢ in themfelves, and their Pofterity. Even Kings 
would do well to remember, that whatever right- 
«« ful Power they may have over Priefts, as their 
«¢ Subjects, Gop, whofe Priefts they are, hath yet 
«< more over them,” 
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In the fourteenth Chapter we have an Account of 
David’s raifing the Siege of Keilah, and defeating 
the Philiftines before it: The Principles he acted on 
in this Enterprife, and the Piety of his Proceedings 
therein, with the ungrateful Return the Men of that 
City intended him for this Benefaction, are here 
painted in their proper Colours. 

In the fifteenth Chapter David is reprefented fly- 
ing to the Wildernefs of Ziph, where he had an In- 
terview with fouathan. Hither we fee him eagerly 
purfued by Sau/, the Ziphites having informed that 
Prince of his Haunts. David however experienced 
the Proteétion of God here, as at other Times, and 
efcaped the Hands of his irreconcileable Perfecutor. 
To this refer that Prayer, and Praife, and Thankf- 
giving, which make up the 54th P/alm. And here 
1 would obferve, once -for all, that ic is cuftomary 
with our Author, when he has recounted any extra- 
ordinary Incident of his Hero’s Life, to point out 
the P/alm, or Portion of the P/alms, which, as he 
fancies, refers to it. * | 

In the fixteenth Chapter our Author talks. much 
of the Vineyards of Engedi. He is of Opinion, 
they were planted by David; for which he offers 
feveral Reaions. It was a defare Country to which 
the illuftrious Fugitive had betaken himfelf, to lie 
hid, as it were, therein from Saal’s Notice, and 
which he thus cultivated. Our Author would fain 
sive us an Idea of him in this Retreat : For ¢ he is 
‘- perfuaded, that all Readers of Refinement take 
‘s a Pleafure in purfuing great Men to their Re- 
tirements ; and their Curiofity 1s agreeably grati- 
‘¢ fied, in contemplating upon their Amufements 
‘sand Employment in thofe Recefies. For his 
own Part, he muft confefs, he beholds David 
with more Pleafure, retiring to a Defart, after 
the Conqueft of Goliah, the Relief of Keilah, 
‘* and the repeated Defeats of the Pbili/tines, there 
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*¢ weeding his Wilds, planting and pruning his 
| «© Vineyards, and tending his Balfam, than he does 
| “¢ Cincinnatus returning to his Plough from his 
«© Dictatorfhip, and his Triumph.” 
As for the Adventure of the Cave, he has am- 
plified the Account of it, in his Way, with feveral | 
delicate Flourifhes, and delightful Reflections, which 
are Ornaments entirely wanting in the facred Nar- 
rative, (To be continued.) 
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ARTICLE XXVI. 

Navigation Unveiled: Or, a new and com- 
pleat Sy/tem of Navigation in all its Branches, 
Containing Arithmetic, Geometry, Trigono- 
metry, Geography, and Afironomy, in a more 
plain and eafy Method than any yet publifhed, 
and more adapted to Beginners. Sazling by 
the Plain and Mercator’s, or Wright’s 
CuHarts, explained from the firft Principles, 
and fully iliuftrated in a Variety of ufeful 
Examples. The Theory of the Tides, Cur- 
rents, Variation of the Compafs, Lee- 
Way, &c. particularly confider’d; a com- 
plete Set of all the Tables u/eful in Navi- 
GATION, with their Conftruction and Uje 
at large. The Defcription and Ue of the 
Inftruments commonly ufed, and fome new 
ones of the Author’s own Invention. To 
which is added, a new Way of keeping a 
Reckoning on the Principles of Mercator’s, 
or Wright's SAILING, as eafily as by the 
common erroneous Method of PLAIN Satt- 
inc. THe Wuote calculated for Prac- 
tice, and the Examples fuch as Day by Day 
occur at Sea, in a Manner quite different 
from other Syftems ; being freed from the 
many Superfluities and Perplexities which 
thofe who have wrote on this Subject, have 
generally made ufe of, and abounding with 
Variety of Rures which are abfolutely ne- 
ceflary, and have never before been treated 
of : Performed with the greateft Exattnefs, 
and approved of by the moft eminent Mathe- 
Mmaticians of the Age. The whole illuftrated 
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with Diagrams and Copper Plates. By 
EnwarpD Haux vey, Teacher of the Ma- 
THEMATICS. Octavo,twoVolumes. Printed 
for J. Honces, at the Looking-Glafs, over- 
againjt St. Magnus Church, London Bridge. 


1742. 


HE Author well obferves, that the Art of 

Navigation is of fuch extenfive Ufe, that 
many learned Men have applied themfelves to the 
improving it. The Exglifh Nation, more efpe- 
cially, who owe their Greatnefs chiefly to their Na- 
val Force, have made extraordinary Advances in 
the Theory, as well as the Practice of Navigation. 
The learned and accurate Treatifes written on this 
Subjeét, and the curious Inftruments contrived for 
the induftrious Mariner, plainly fhew the Genius 
of this Nation, and of what Confequence our greateft 
Mathematicians have efteemed this Art to be. But 
notwithftanding all that has been written on this im- 
portant Subject, the Treatife now mentioned is far 
from being unneceffary or fuperfluous ; there being 
fomething, more required towards a compleat Syitem 
of Navigation, than a thorough Skill in the Art, 
viz. a Manner of communicating this Knowledge 
fuited to the Capacity of the Learner; in which re- 
ipect, our Author flatters himfelf, he has made fome 
]mprovement. 

‘This Work therefore is compofed principally 
for fuch as have Learned none of thofe Branches of 
the Mathematics, which are fubfervient to Naviga- 
tion, and abtolutely neceffary to the right under- 
ftanding it. For this Purpoie our Author has en- 
deavoured to make it altogether independent of any 
other, that a Perfon of a tolerable Genius, by a care- 
ful Perufal thereof, with a very little Affiftance, may 
attain to as thorough and perfect a Knowledge = 
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this moft excellent and beneficial Art as Books can 
help us to. 

As for the Syftem of Arithmetic here laid down, 
however it may appear to a learned Mathematician, 
our Author has found, by long Experience in 
Teaching, the Neceffity of infifting, at the greateft 
Length, upon the firft Elements of Science ; and 
the Learner may find here all the Arithmetic ne- 
ceffary to his being a compleat Sailor, delivered in 
a plain and eafy Style and Method. 

He has alfo fhewn the Nature and Ufe of Loga- 
rithms at large, as they are not only the moft ufe- 
ful, but the moft difficulc Part of the Mathematics, 
neceffary to Navigation. 

Geometry, Trigonometry, Geography, and Afto- 
nomy, are likewife abfolutely requifite, and the 
Syftems of each, as they are here laid down, will 
be found to be the eafieft, and, perhaps, the com- 
pleateft hitherto publifhed. Mr. Haux/ley has not 
only given the neceffary Definitions, and Theorems, 
but alfo a Variety of the moft ufeful and curious 
Problems belonging to thefe feveral Branches. 

The Theory of the Variation of the Compafs, 
and Nature of the Tides, are explained at large ; 
as alfo the Doctrine of Currents, with the Allow- 
ance of Lee-Way, &c. Where the Reader will 
find the readieft Methods of working the moft diffi- 
cult Queftions in Navigation. 

Our Author has not only given us the Manner 
of keeping a Reckoning in the common erroneous 
Way by the Plain Chart; but alfo by the Merca- 
tor, or Wrighi’s Chart, in a new Method, and 
much eafier, he tells us, than any yet publifhed. 

To the whole he has annexed a large Colleétion of 
all the Tables that are of Service in Navigation, with 
feveral new ones of his own Invention, for the reae 
dier working of fome common Problems: And 
throughout the Work, the Reader will find the 
Con- 
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Conftruction and Ufe of the ufual Inftruments, and 
fome others of his own Contrivance, for the folving 
or illuftrating many curious Queftions. 
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BOOKS publifbing, or publifhed Abroad, and 
imported into England. 





HE Titles of the Articles of the Journat 
LITTERAIRE D’ALLEMAGNE, de SuISssE 

&S du Norn. par les Auteurs de la Bibliotheque Ger- 
manigue, for the Year 1742. Part the fecond of 
Tome the firft, are thefe following. 1. Azfoire 
de la Vie &f des Ouvrages de M. La Crosse, €#¢. 
Par M. Jorpan. 2. Nive Hypotefes, interpre 
pretande felicius Epifiole Jacosi Apoftoli, feptem 
EP viginti Differtationibus adfert@, auétore Henrico 
Heifen, €fc. 3. Lettre fur la Plainte de Jesus 
Curist fur la Croix; Matth. xxvii. v.26. 4. 
Eloge de Kircu le Fils, Ajlronome de Berlin: par 
VM. Des-VicnoLes. 5. Defenfe du Chriftiani{me, 
par Mr. vE Rocues. 6. Vergletchung des Leib- 
nitzifchen une Neutonifrben Metaphyfik, &c. That 
is, 4 Parallel between the Metaphyfics of Lets- 
witz and Newton, in Oppofition to that drawn 
up by M. Voltaire. By M. Kanuce, Profef- 
for tn Ordinary of Philefopby, 8c. at Gottingen. 
+. Nummophylacium BURCHARDIANUM, &e, That 
is, M. RuRCKHARD’s Cabinet of Medals. Part I. 
which includes thofe of the ancient Grecks and Ro- 
mans. 8. Quatre Lettres fur la Dilcipline Eccle- 
fiaftique, ésrites entre M. Necker, Profefeur 
en Droit public a Geneve, &? M. Le Maitre, 
Chapelain de S. E. M. le Comte de Shaumbourg 
Lippe, avec une Epitre preliminaire de M. Le 
MAITRE, @dreffee a Meffieurs les Furis-confultes 
Protefians. 
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Protefians. 9. Artis Medice per Aégrotorum apuad 
Veteres in Vias publicas S TLempla Expoftionem 
Incrementa, 8c. @ CAR, Frip,. HunpurTMak, 
10. Antiquitatum Romanarum brevis Defcriptio. 
Iterum edidit, €f de Jove Herceo prefatus eff 
D. ADRIANUS STEGER, 11. Traite de / Athe- 
ifme 9S de Ja Superftition, par feu M. Jean 
Francois Buppeus, Doéteur &@ Profeffeur en 
Theologie. 12. Loysit pe Bocuat, Pro-Prea- 
feéti Laufannenfis epiftolica Differtatio, que declaratur 
Lapis antiquus, in Loco, ubi quondam LousANNA 
fuit, effoffus, &P de nonnullis, ad Helvetie Romane 
Antiquitates, pertinentibus Argumentis differitur. 

In the Nouvelles Litteraires of this fournal d? Al- 
lemagne, we have Intelligence of a great Variety of 
the Works of the Learned, lately publifhed ; 
fome of which are here mentioned, viz. 

CopENHAGEN. 

M. Tycho Hoffman has printed a Collection, enti- 
tled, Vies de quelques illuftres Danns. It con- 
tains four Lives, in fo many different Languages ; 
which is a Circumftance very fingular : For inftance, 
the firftis, the Life of Admiral Troile, in Danifh ; 
fecondly, that of Count Annibal Schefedt, Grand 
Treafurer, in French ; thirdly, that of the High 
Admiral Cort Adelex, in the German Tongue ; and, 


fourthly, Pierre Laffon’s, Countellor of Juftice, in 


Latin. 
GENEVA. | 

There is publifhed in this City, De/cription du 
Gomvernment prefent du Corps Germanique, appelle 
vulgairement, /e Saint Empire Romain, in O@ave. 
This Piece is compiled by Profeffor Necker, and, 
we are told, deferves to be recommenced to the 
Perufal of all thofe who would form an exacter 


Idea of the Conftitution and State of the Empire, ° 


than they can be furnifhed with from the Generality 


of 
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of Authors who have written in French upon this 
Subject. | 
DERFURT. 

Dr. George Francis Frederic Helmerfhaufen has 
lately publifhed an Academical Differtation on the 
Arch-Chancellors of the German Empire. This 
great Office, which originally came in with the 
French Race, is quite different from that of Arch. 
Chaplain; but being often difcharged by one and 
the fame Perfon, it has happened, that they are 
frequently not diftinguifhed in the public Aéts. For 
Example, under Conrade I. we never find the Title 
of Arch-Chancellor, but always that of Arch- Chap- 
lain. | 

From Derfurt we alfo have Advice of a -melan.- 
choly Accident, which happened fome Time fince, 
that is, the Death of Madam Sidonie Hedwig Zaey- 
nemann, who was drowned, in travelling through 
fome Place which had been overflown by exceffive 
Rains, near the 27th Year of her Age. She was a 
Perfon of uncommon Merit and Piety. She devoted 
herfelf to Philofophy as well as Poetry. The Soli- 
dity of the one, mingling with the Enthufiafm of 
the other, feemed to create in her a Stoico-Chrifian 
Apathy, which render’d her almoft indifferent to all 
Events; more efpecially during the laft Year of her 
Life; altho’ the juft Applaufes the World beftowed 
on her Writings, the Intercourfe of the Learned, the 
Efteem of the Great, and the Compliments of 
Strangers who pafied through this City, were very 
flattering Circumitances. On the 3d of Yanuary, 
1739, the Univerfity of Goeringer folemnly invetted 
her with the Poetic Crown, and the Laurel was 
placed on her Head by the Hands of Henry XI, 
Count Reu/s, who infifted on perlorming thar Part 
of the Ceremony. 


TJEIPSIC 
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LeEIPsic. 

M. Hubn, Catechift of St. Peter’s, has maintained 
a Thefis on the Confcience of Gop, in which he 
inquires, whether Confcience can be attributed to the 
Divine Being, and in what the Confcience of Goo 
coufifts? The firft Part of the Queftion he deter- 
mines in the Affirmative, and thinks a Notion of 
Conicience in the Supreme Being may be formed by 
reficcting on that of Man, excluding from our Idea 
all Deteét, and afcribing to the Faculty the utmoft 
poffible Perfection. 

The Confcience of God then is the Judgment 
which he paffes on hisown moral Actions. It can- 
not be faid that the Almighty is Lawleis: For he is 
a Lawto himfelf; and cannot act ina Manner any 
way unfuitable to the Perfections of his Nature. 
The Author afterwards confiders the Charaéters of 


the Divine Confcience. All this, our Foreign Jour- 


nalift obferves, is rather curious than ufetul; and, 
in general, he adds, thofe Speculations relating to 
the Effence af God, which have not a practical 
Tendency, fhould be fupprefs’d. For though fome 
may pretend to draw Arguments for Confolation, 
and Submiffion to Providence, from the Idea we 
form of the Rectitude of the Divine Confcience, thefe 
may be equally well founded on the Conception we 
have of the Perfections of the Deity. 

M. Rivinus, the younger, has printed an hiftori- 
cal Differtation, De Profefforibus veteris Ecclefie 
Martyribus. Thefe Profeffors, according to our 
Author’s Definition, which he grounds on feveral 
Paffages of ancient Authors, were thofe who went 
and offered themfelves, as Chriftians, to the Infor- 
mers, orto the Tribunals, in order to their being in- 
volved in the Perfecutions that then raged ; differing 
in this Circumftance from Martyrs and Confeffors. 
M. Rivinus gives an Account of the principal Per- 
fons that diftinguifhed themfelves by this Purfuit of 

Per- 
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Perfecution, as it may be termed, in the firft Ages 
of the Church; and juftifies their Conduét againft 
divers Objections of Meff. Le Clerc, Barbeyrac, &c. 

The Obligations the Church ts under to the Pro- 
feffors of the Law, has furnifhed M. Schurartz 
with Matter for a Treatife, De Pietate et Meritis 
Furisconfultorum in Ecclefiam. He publifhed it on 
Occafion of the Fudilee, in Memory of the Refor- 
mation of Lipfic, and enlarges moftly in the Praifes 
of thofe Lawyers who were Affiftants to Luther in 
his oppofing the Papal Ufurpation. 

M. Bofius has written Epiftola de Carmelo Monte 
et Deo, in Taciti et Suetonii Locos, &c. It isa Pam. 
phlet of 24 Pages in Quarto. Mount Carmel is very 
well known, but the God Carmel! is notfo: He ts 
mentioned however in two Pafflages of Suetonius and 
Tacitus, in both of which thofe Authors are fpeak- 
ing of Vefpafian. The Learned are divided upon 
this Subject 5 fome fuppofing that the Deity worfhip- 
ed on this Mountain was the God of J/rae/, others 
will have it to be an Idol of the Gentiles. M. Bofias 
examines and weighs the Reafons of both Parties ; after 
which he pronounces in favour of the former Opi- 
nion, judging it to be the true God who was adored 
on Carme/ : But at the fame time he allows it to be 
in a fuperftitious Manner ; which probably owed its 
Origin to the Altar that Aijab erected at this 
Place. 

HAaMBOvuRG. 

M. Koeniz, is printing in this City an Algebraical 
Work, by M. Ludolpbus-Frederic Weiffe, 1n which, 
we are affured, the Mathematicians will find fome 
new and curious Particulars. The Title of it will 
run thus, Specimina Algebraica, Methodo Mathema- 
tica pertratiata. Primum de Permutationibus & 
Combinationibus Quantitatum, in genere vero, Va- 
viationibus: Alterum, de Natura Equationum 4 
privri quoque demoniirata. 


THE 








